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Go classic and timeless with the 
Christopher Lowell Collection...on/ly at Jo-Ann. 
Pre-coordinated home decor fabrics, trims and hardware 


that are completely mix & match. It's never been easier to 
give new life to any room in your home! 


See all 10 Christopher Lowell collections at Joann.com. 
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Individual modules shipassemblied by truck. Six 
modules will'create a cutting table 44"x66"x36" high 
(pictured below). Storage caddies sold)separately. 
See us at/Novi, Mi. Sept. 22. Oct. 1 _ Booth #311 
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Masterworks! 


Discover MasterWorks™, 


the new easy-to-use digitizing 
software from Designer's 
Gallery®! With Master Works, 
you'll have an endless amount 


of options for digitizing your 





own designs. 





MasterWorks is compatible with 
today’s most popular brands of embroidery machines. 
MasterWorks gives you an instant view of stitch 
effects, so there’s no waiting. Plus, prenmning you 


need for creating your design —— 


is all on one screen, so | (oni 


i} works 


| —— 


mapping your next 
project will be fast 


and easy! 


MasterWorks is available 
only at Baby Lock Retailers. 
Call 800-422-2952 to find 


your local retailer. 





To order your copy go to 
www.designersgallerysoftware. com/th 
paar 


63a 


* (2 Designer’ s Gallery 


Cian We make ieemteety easy! 





mmm ONTENTS 





features 


38 An Expose on Deconstructed Seams 


For a fashionable edge, turn seam allowances inside out 
BY THE THREADS EDITORS 


44 Handle Your Hands with Care 


It's easy to prevent accidental injury when 
cutting, sewing, and pressing fabric 
BY CAROL FRESIA 





47 25 Ways to Achieve Sewing Zen 
With these no-stress tips,you can follow 
the many paths to sewing enlightenment 
BY THE THREADS EDITORS 


denim details 


| 54 COVER STORIES 
; Sew Transparent: 
| Sheer Prints Take Shape 


Create optical illusions by manipulating 
translucent fabrics 
BY FRED BLOEBAUM 


Sheer Sewing: Let's Be Clear 
Learn these simple tips to keep your sheers 
lightweight and see-through 

BY FRED BLOEBAUM 


62 Iwo Vintage Twists 


on One Classic Skirt 
Turn a straight-skirt pattern into 
period-inspired designs 

BY HEATHER CLAUS 


66 Denim Details 
Why pay designer prices when you can 
jaZZ up your own jeans? 
BY ANNA MAZUR 


| | | 72 FITTING SERIES, PART II: 
The Taunton Press For a Great Fit, Start at the Shoulder 
Inspiration for hands-on living® Your shoulder slope affects the fit of every outfit, 


so alter patterns to match your body 
tn rea d SMa Ba Z| ne.com BY JUDITH NEUKAM AND CAROL FRESIA 








Cover photo: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Christie McCabe. Stylist: Allison Berlin. Earrings: Dyanne Belle, DyanneBelle.com. 


Red chiffon: Sew Smart Fabrics, 570-342-0503 


38 


deconstructed 
seams 


basics: finding 
great sewing 
classes 







85 


master class: copying 
garment details 


18 


tips: keeping 
bobbins and 
spools together 












departments 


UP FRONT 
CONTRIBUTORS 6 
LETTERS 8 


NOTIONS 13 

items featured for Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month; iron cleaner; 

book on unconventional sewing 
methods; sources for mohair 


TIPS 18 

Using plastic bags for smooth 
sewing; keeping bobbins and 
spools together 


PATTERN REVIEW 24 
Cozy warmth 


BASICS 31 
Find great sewing classes 


QUICK TO MAKE 36 
One-seam poncho 


IN THE BACK 


EMBELLISHMENTS 78 
Topstitching adorns a felted jacket 


O&A 80 

Hem and zipper in silk shell; woolly 
nylon thread; sewing machine for 
the road; “railroaded” fabric 


MASTER CLASS 85 
Just knock it off 


ADVERTISER INDEX/ 
WEB DIRECTORY 96 


CLOSURES 98 


Stuck on sewing 


FINE FABRICS back cover 
Mohair 


CONTRIBUTORS | 





Mary McCarthy 





Fred Bloebaum 








Heather Claus 


6 THREADS 


MARY McCARTHY (“Master Class: Just Knock 
It Off”) is a custom clothier in Rockledge, Florida, who 
specializes in one-of-a-kind couture bridal gowns. She 
eagerly takes on customer's requests to duplicate red- 
carpet gowns. Mary's clients can even count on her to 
save their special dresses from Florida's hurricanes. In 
an evacuation, her sewing machine, iron, and billow- 
ing folds of white fabric are the first items packed into 
her car trunk. Mary teaches sewing classes locally and 
nationally, and is currently finishing a book entitled Mad 
about Zippers. 


FRED BLOEBAUM (‘Sew Transparent: Sheer 
Prints Take Shape” and “Sheer Sewing: Let’s Be Clear”) 
admires beautiful fabrics, colors, and garments. She 
shares her childhood passion with sewing enthusiasts 
all across the country. Fred teaches fashion-conscious 
classes at fabric stores, expos, and sewing guilds. She 
also designs the La Fred pattern line (LaFred.com), fea- 
turing elegant, classic styles that flatter women of all 
shapes and ages. Next year, Fred will shareher love of fine- 
sewing techniques at her retreats, which will be held in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. 


SUSAN KESLER-SIMPSON  (“Embellish- 
ments: Topstitching Adorns a Felted Jacket”) is thrilled 
to share her love of fibers and textiles with Threads read- 
ers for the first time. She earned a master of arts degree 
in clothing textile and design, and possesses many skills 
including knitting, weaving, quilting, and dyeing. She’s 
inspired by museums, architectural designs, and current 
fashion trends, and always travels with a notepad and 
pencil because inspiration can strike atthe most unusual 
moments. Learn more about Susan at SKSCreates.com. 


HEATHER CLAUS (“Two Vintage Twists on 
One Classic Skirt”) spends much of her time teaching 
classes, as well as communicating with thousands of 
sewers worldwide via her Web site, SeeltSewlt.com. She 
has been fascinated with vintage clothing since she was 
a teenager. A burst pipe recently drenched about 100 of 
her vintage garments, but Heather took it in stride. After 
having washed and cleaned the garments, she has started 
taking them apart to determine exactly how they are 
constructed and to use the pieces to make patterns. 
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and illustration abilities 
and interest in sewing 
helpful. For more informa- 


tion, visit Taunton.com. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


Gathering ideas 


e hope that we’ve selected some real 

sewing crowd-pleasers for this issue. 

I’ve been moderating the Gatherings 
chat board on ThreadsMagazine.com, and 
I’ve received some excellent suggestions that 
we're putting to work. 

With all of the requests for more vintage content, 
we offer “Two Vintage Twists on One Classic Skirt” by 
Heather Claus, who formerly wrote the Delicious 
Details department. Knowing how much our readers 
like advanced-level tips, the staff and contributing 
editors have put their heads together to create 
“25 Ways to Achieve Sewing Zen.” (Even beginners will 
appreciate the elegant simplicity of these tips.) For 
those looking for a real challenge, Fred Bloebaum’s 
articles on sheer-print manipulation are just the ticket. 

The Gatherings board on our Threads Web site cre- 
ates a wonderful, supportive community where every 
level of sewer can come to make new friends and share 
that sewing passion that inspires us all.| encourage 
each of you to visit Gatherings, say hello, and offer your 
input on what you want to read in your magazine. Plus 
you can sign up for our Threads e-newsletter! 

—Amber Eden, 
Editor, Threads 


THE SEWING REVIVAL 

Iam alongtime Threads subscriber. I am lucky 

enough to own all back issues except issue no. 2. 

J think that garment sewing is in the early stages 

of a revival. It is good that Threads acknowledges 

this and makes the magazine accessible for begin- 

ners. But Threads must also maintain focus on 

more advanced sewing and the celebration of 

our creativity. After all, we've got to give the new 

sewers inspiration. Threads is the only sewing 

magazine capable of showcasing sewing excel- 

lence. Thank you for your wonderful magazine. 
—Elizabeth Silva, Oceanside, California 
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LETTERS 


continued 


Much to my surprise, I resonated with 
Amy Faye Sloter’s Closures piece in the 
July 2006 issue of Threads. I, too, was 
forced to sew by the state of Ohio. The 
difference is that I was a boy. In the 1950s 
in Bowling Green, Ohio, seventh-grade 
girls were required to take a term of 
industrial arts, and boys had to take 
home economics, which included sewing. 
Our sewing instruction was limited. But 
one apartment and three houses later, I 


the waist; where you bend is usually your 
waistline. For more complete instructions, 
see “Fitting to Flatter the Midsection’ in 
issue no. 126. 


I still mourn the loss of the first concept 
of the magazine. There was a fervor of 
creativity on every page, an exciting 
cross-fertilization of ideas among dif- 
fering disciplines. I still have every issue 
and read them over frequently to stir my 


|, too, was forced to sew 
by the state of Ohio. 
The difference is that | was a boy. 


have made countless drapes and bed- 
spreads and have upholstered furniture. 
Sewing saved me a lot of money and 
brought me much satisfaction. I am now 
retired and have two homes, with sewing 
machines and sergers in both. 

It is gratifying to see more men ex- 
pressing an interest in sewing. In reality, 
a sewing project is little different than a 
wiring, plumbing, or carpentry project. 

—John Hall, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


READER REQUESTS 

“Choose Your Best Pattern Size” in issue 
no. 126 states “measure your circumfer- 
ence at [your] natural waist (level with 
your belly button).” 

The traditional method for establish- 
ing and measuring your waist has been 
to place a ribbon/elastic at your waist to 
confirm its location (e.g., Threads no. 35, 
p. 41). What is the rationale for using the 
belly button as the point for measuring 
the waist? 

—Dolores Maxinoski, 
Warren, Michigan 


Editor's Note: The belly button is a good 
reference point for finding the waistline. 
If you are in doubt, associate editor Judy 
Neukam suggests to bend sideways at 
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own creative impulses, which I express 
in many different types of fiber art. It’s a 
good sewing magazine; I still subscribe, 
but those first issues were... magical. 
—Elizabeth McAllister, 
Liberty, New York 


I love Threads magazine and wonder why 
each issue covers something I needed 
to know the week before. Could you get 
ahead of me please so that I know how to 
do something before I need to? 

—Melanie Blake, via email 


Can you please answer a question for all 
your U.K. subscribers? What is a “penny ? 
What are its dimensions? You give a step- 
by-step instruction for the serpentine 
detail on a skirt, but we have no idea what 
a penny is in order to find an alternative. 
Is it dime or a cent? Please advise. 
Sue Hull, Elms Grove, 
Loughborough, United Kingdom 


Editor's Note: A penny is a cent. It is 
approximately *% inches (19mm) in 
diameter—a little larger than our dime, 
which has a diameter of approximately 
1146 inches (17.9mm) and is worth 10 cents. 


Getting better and better! Hurray. I'm 
sure glad] kept my subscription—it was 


touch and go there for a while. Can you 

give me the pattern number for the black 

leggings on p. 38 of the September issue? 
—Nina Bunin, Arlington, Virginia 


Editor's Note: That's a Christine Jonson 
pattern, BaseWear One, CJPatterns.com. 


I would like to know what pattern was 
used for the blouse on the first page of 
the “Pressing Matters” article by Ann 
Steeves in your September issue. 

— Beth Gereben, Alpharetta, Georgia 


Editor's Note: It is New Look #6407. 


The last issue hit the jackpot. So many 
ideas; so little time. The fabulous button 
embroidery will be a great portable proj- 
ect. I hope to see more of this type in the 
future. Thanks for a great issue. 
—Annette Huber, South Elgin, Illinois 


TEACH THEM, AND THEY WILL SEW 

I was visiting my aunt in Cleveland the 
summer before my freshman year in high 
school. When I asked her if we could go 
shopping for a dress for the first day of 
school, she said, “Let’s make one.” She 
showed me, step-by-step, how to make 
my new dress, from selecting a pattern 
and fabric to finishing the hemline. 

I believe strongly in teaching young 
people to sew and not letting this enjoy- 
able and creative art die. I appreciate the 
efforts Threads has made to get young 
people involved in sewing. Keep recruit- 
ing young sewers. Let's create a whole 
new generation of lovers of the art. Who 
knows? They may just subscribe to the 
best sewing magazine out there: Threads. 

—Susan Heidenthal, 
Penn Run, Pennsylvania 
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To save space, CB center back 

we sometimes CF center front 
abbreviate s.a. seam allowance 
these frequently RS right side 

used terms. WS wrong side 
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Get help and ~ 
oood fabric) 


BUTTONS ‘N’ BOLTS 


Tucson, Arizona gq 


(866) 795-1533. 
4 


et 










www.buttonsnboltsfabrics.c 


F & S FABRICS 

Los Angeles, California 
(310) 475-1637 \ | 
www. FANDSFABRICS.COM 


THE CLOTH MERCHANTS 
' \ Tulsa, Oklahoma 

(918) 760-7965 or (918) 269-4342 
_ theclothmerchants @swbell.net 












JANE’S FABRIQU ¥ 
LaJolla (San Diego are California 
(858) 459-5828 

janesfabrique @san.rr.com _ 


Ve. °"S SEWING CENTER 
| Corvallis, Oregon 
3 (541) 757-1317 
 lindassewing @proaxis.com 
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STONEMOUNTAIN te 
DAUGHTER FABRIC 
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ee nfal ric. cc 


4 STREET FABRICS 
wy Eugene, Oregon 
“¥ (541) 345-7221 
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SEPHINE’S DRY GOODS 


Portland, Oregon 
(503) 224-4202 
.josephinesdrygoods.com 











FABRIC GALLERY __ 
Williamston (Lansing area), M 
(517)655-4573 
www.fabricgallery.né' 


GINNY’S FINE FA 
Rochester, Minnesota — 


(507) 285-9134 | 
www.ginnysfinefabrics.com 


Ics THE FABRIC PLACE 
and SUPPORT tT | Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

‘i 

! 


1] (412) 341-8868 
AL fax (412) 341-8650 
THE GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 
TREADLE YARD GOODS _ Es Hu rst (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), Texas 


St. Paul, Minnesota j La \ (817) 514-6061 
(651) 698-9690 i HW "1 ! | www.sewitup.com 
KAPLAN’S FABRICS I re FASHION AFFAIR 
Kansas City, Missouri ~ Sake Salt Lake City, Utah 
(816) 531-4818 ! ie LPs (801) 486-7600 
www.kaplansfinefabrics. com iv bev § \ fashionaffair@msn.com 





WAECHTER'’S SILK SHOF 
Asheville, North Carolina { 


RAN DESIGNER FABRICS 
yas (Washington D.C. area), Virginia 


(828) 252-2131 | \ (703) 556-9292 
www.waechters.com | \ .currandesignersfabrics.com 
MULBERRY SILKS { _ NANCY’S SEWING BASKET 
and FINE FABRICS | / \ Seattle, Washington 
Carrboro, North Carolina \ (800) 443-2964 


(Chapel Hill area), (919) sim | www.nancyssewingbasket.com 


BANASCH’S FABRICS \ ESTEE’S FABRICS 


Cincinnati, Ohio ae i 
(513) 731-5757 fy 


Get f0 


We celebrate your creativity 
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Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(780) 436-7533 
www.estees-fabrics.com 
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1.800.627.4776 
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notions 


Limited edition rotary-cutting tools 


Ifa, a sponsor of the 
National Breast Cancer 
Foundation, is issuing 
a special edition of two of its 
most popular sewing tools: 
the Deluxe 45mm Rotary Cut- 





PINK IS IN 


Pink is a universally flat- 
tering color—especially ter and the 12-inch-wide by 
in October, National 


18-inch-long Self-Healing 
Breast Cancer Aware- | Rotary Mat, both in pink. 
ness Month, Noted | What a refreshing update 
appliance and notions from your basic green mat 
manufacturers tie on the and yellow cutting equipment. 
pink ribbon to help fight As part of its commitment to 
breast cancer. You can, educate its customers about 
too, and add some styl- breast-cancer detection, Olfa 
isn color to your es has packaged each item with 
space at the same time. a Breast Cancer Awareness 
Facts Booklet. (Rotary cutter, 





$23.49, and mat, $15.49; 
800-962-6532; available at 
Jo-Ann Fabrics, Hancock 


Fabrics, and many indepen- 





dent quilt shops nationwide) 





The Bra-makers Manual 


For women who have trouble 

buying well-fitting, comfortable 
bras off the rack and who are 
willing to learn the process of 
bra-making, Beverly Johnson’s 
book is a must-have. It provides 
in-depth information about 


mastectomy bras and drafting 
design, drafting, fabric choice, to accommodate a prosthesis. 


_. 
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sional bra-maker in mind, but 
any intermediate to advanced 
sewer will easily master the 
techniques described. Johnson 
thoughtfully includes a com- 
prehensive section on making 


= ‘Tih 


fitting, and construction for She also addresses post-surgical 
many styles of bras. She’s writ- fit and comfort issues. ($85; 
ten the book with the profes- BraMakers.com; 905-538-1396) 
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Jiffy steamers, big and small 


hether you need to 

do a quick garment 

touch-up or steam 
draperies, Jiffy Steamer has the 
equipment for you. If you pur- 
chase items from the Breast 
Cancer Awareness Line on the 
companys Web site, youll be 
helping promote breast-cancer 
detection at the same time. 
Jiffy Steamer will donate 
10 percent of the purchase 
price of each steamer ordered 
to provide free mammograms 
for women who otherwise 
could not afford them. 


The Esteam is a handheld 
steamer that’s perfect for 
home or for travel. It’s easy 
to use, works with tap water, 
and has a long power cord 
so that it’s convenient to 
use no matter where you 
have to plug it in. The Model 
J-2000 steamer is surprisingly 
cute—something you dont 
usually say about full-size 
garment steamers. In addi- 
tion to its good looks, the 
steamer has a streamlined, 
easily removable water 
reservoir and superswivel 


FOUR WOMEN OF DESIGN 


Four talented teachers, three days of workshops, and 
unlimited inspiration—you'll experience all of these 

at the 4 Women of Design retreat, to be held in Sac- 
ramento, California, November 10~14, 2006. Design- 
ers Bobbi Bullard, Linda Lee, Rosemary Eichorn, and 
Stephanie Kimura offer classes in embellishment, fabric 
art, embroidery, garment and accessory construction, 
and more. The designers are known for their creativity 
and, more important, for their skill in bringing out the 
creativity of their students. The retreat includes trunk 
shows and fabric-shopping trips to the Bay Area, which 
are also open to interested sewers who are not attend- 
ing the workshops. For more information and to register, 
go to gWomenofDesign.com or call 530-333-1964. 
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casters, so it’s simple to fill 
and move around. It also 
heats up and steams quickly. 
(Esteam, $69, and Model 
J-2000, $189; JiffySteamer 
com; 800-525-4339) 


Esteam 


on the 
roa 


SEPTEMBER 29- 
OCTOBER 1, 2006 
American Sewing Expo 
Rock Financial Showplace 
Novi, Michigan 
AmericanSewingExpo.com 
248-889-3111 





Model J-2000 





Photos: Scott Phillips 


New from Jacquard... 
ExtravOrganza ts the latest "must have" 
for artists who love inkjet printing. 


xtrav Kana an | 
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So we've decided to show you this 


SNEAK PEEK 


» of the second collection! 
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hor a free sna sheet gid 
our Silver Anniversary catalog, call 800 442.0455 


To learn more about this great new produc, } 
please visit our web site: wwwjacquardproducts.com 
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NEW MICRO THREAD CONTROL. 
AN INSPIRED INNOVATION 
EXCLUSIVELY FROM BERNINA. 


Mitace Thread Control (rec fine tunes 
over-edge thread length at the turn of 
a knob for the smoothest seams you 

ever saw. It's not just more precise, 
it's easier, Previously, to correct 
overhanging thread loops, you had to 
reset cutting width and both looper 
tensions. Now, one twist of the mc 
knob makes a smooth, tight seam, and 
makes it easy to create a professional 
finish as you move from fabric to fabric. 


Se et €£ F242 2 £8 5 888 £ 2S 2 2 Se Sey 


- That's the kind of unmatched innovation : 
that sets our new M series, the 13700MDC 
‘+ and 11SOMDA, above all others. Try them 
at }your Bernina Dealer today. 
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A good friend for your iron 


t looks like an old- soleplates while the iron 

fashioned tube of tooth- is hot. If you occasionally 

paste, but Ez-Off is the fuse interfacing to the iron 
iron cleaner of choice for rather than the fabric, this 
professionals. Distributed product will eliminate the 
by the Faultless Starch/Bon evidence with a few swipes. 
Ami Company, it removes It’s safe for fabric, metal, 
starch, scorching, soil, and and skin. ($4.99; Wardrobe 
other residues from metal Supplies.com; 888-401-7400) 


4 y bh k ‘i y aT 
~~DOOKreview 
Not your mom's home-ec class 


Sewing isn’t the same these days. The old rules just don’t apply—and that 
can be a good thing. Sew Subversive: Down & Dirty DIY for the Fabulous 
Fashionista, a new book from The Taunton Press, encourages new sewers 
to cut, stitch, and design clothes the way they want. 

The book’s focus is on youthful, somewhat deconstructed, and sometimes 
reconstructed garments and accessories, but the teaching approach will pro- 
vide a rock-solid foundation for anyone interested in furthering her sewing 
skills along more conventional lines. The authors provide a no-nonsense intro- 
duction to stitching by hand and by machine, and follow up with more than 
20 easy projects. The book is fun to read and a perfect choice for someone 
wanting to make her own fashion now. ($14.95; Taunton.com; 800-477-8727) 





m Mohair 

ft Embellished mohair fabric, like that photographed on the 
a back cover and at right, can be found at: 

2 Mendel Goldberg Fabrics, 212-925-9110 

= More mohair and mohair-blend fabrics can be found at: 
= BanksvilleDesignerFabrics.com |= ManhattanFabrics.com 
Vs CyRudnicksFabrics.com MoodFabrics.com 

J 

= DecoDame.com SchindlersFabrics.com 
Oo 
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Madeira Embroidery & Quilting Thread Treasure Chest 
180 Rayon 220 yd. spools +10 Metallic 220 yd. spools 
- 4 Bobbinfil 1650 yd. spools 


Soe 


Bonus Hree! 
Offer 


Free Hemline Studio 
Collection Sewing 
Machine Trolley with 
purchase of a 
Madeira Thread 
Treasure Chest. 








Slate Blue 





premium wear- 
resistant quilted 
fabric. Choice of 
colors limited to 
stock on hand. 





very Spool, 
very Project. 


All for just 


298 


plus shipping 


| Thread Treasure Chest 








Over 
$1000 


in Value 





Madeira Thread Spools (194) 657.50 
Embroidery Designs CD (82 designs) 214.00 
Treasure Chest (Teak Burl or White) 160.00 
Color Cards & Conversion Chart 10.00 
Thread Snips & Seam Ripper 3.00 

1044.50 


aD 


Total Regular Retail Price 


Special Sale Price 


“How could you not fall in love with all these colors — 
and what a bargain!” 
Nancy Zieman, PBS host of “Sewing with Nancy.” 


Nancy's Notions 


Call 1-800-833-0690 


www. nancysnotions.com 
Continental US shipments only. Limited time offer. 





Ry 
Nancy’s Promise... 
£5 Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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SEW SMARTER, BETTER, FASTER 


Lips 





GET A LEG UP ON SEWING 

I stand for long hours pinning, cutting, 
pressing, and hooping. To make my 
sewing more comfortable, my doctor 


recommended using foam floor mats 
and keeping a footstool near my work- 
table. (I prefer using a stool that folds so 
that I can easily move it and store it.) By 
placing one foot on the stool, I'm able to 
decrease the pressure on my spine. My 
doctor was right—this simple footstool 
trick really works. 

—Dorothy R. Martin, 

Rockville, Maryland 


STRETCH YOUR PURSE STRINGS 
When making a purse that calls fora 
drawstring, either in a casing or threaded 
through grommets, consider replacing 
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the regular cord with elastic cord anda 
barrel clip. Because the elastic stretches, 
you can use a shorter cord and avoid 
dangling tie ends. The purse cinches up 
cleanly as soon as you lift it, and it pops 
open when you set it down, making it 
easy to find something inside. 

—Susan Williams, Lakewood, Colorado 


HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL 
Taking a cue from hospitals and labs, 
which dispose of used needles in special 
puncture-proof containers, I set up a 
sharps container for my sewing room. 

I took an empty metal canister that 
once held my favorite tea, labeled it 
“SHARPS! on all four sides, and placed 
it near my sewing machine. I can 
easily—and safely—drop used rotary- 


Reuse plastic bags for smooth sewing 


| have found a simple solution for taming fabrics that are difficult 
to sew. If my fabric (such as batting, bulky or loose-weave fabrics, 
faux fur, or Velcro) doesn’t glide smoothly over the machine plate or 
gets stuck in the machine foot as I’m sewing, | use a plastic grocery 
or other store bag to help. | prefer the bags from Jo-Ann Fabrics 
because they are almost transparent. | cut the bag to make it one 
layer; if | have a lot of seams to sew, | cut the bag into strips about 

2 to 3 inches wide. | place the plastic on top of or beneath the fabric 
and sew normally, stitching through the plastic. The plastic helps the 
fabric slide smoothly as the stitches are made, and a simple tug eas- 
ily removes the plastic after the seam is complete. 


—Betty Bolden, Bolton, Connecticut 


cutter blades, razor blades, needles, and 
other sharp items into the large opening. 
The tight-fitting lid prevents dangerous 
spills if the container is dropped. When 
it’s full, I tape the lid securely to the con- 
tainer and dispose of it. 
—Jessica Krakow, 
San Francisco, California 


USE YOUR SERGER 

AS A CUTTING TOOL 

I frequently sew with fussy fabrics such 

as silk, chiffon, and burnout velvet. I 

love the look of French seams on these 

delicate fabrics, but I've always found it 

difficult to trim the seam allowances to 

a neat and even ¥ inch after sewing the 

first row of stitching. I now call my serger 

into action but not in the traditional 
continued >>> 
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UNIQUE ANNOUNCES OUR NEW 
PATTERN PARTNERSHIP WITH 


Simplicity 
& NEWLOOK 








The Unique bodyskanner™ captures 
‘< ~ accurate measurements of your body 
____ and Unique Patterns makes custom 
— fol (olanvbavem orclitclan tm tera iim ZeleL 


: D ‘Visit www.uniquepatterns.com and 
___ find out about membership, locations 
and browse the designs offered. 





Patterns with your 


Un/que’ 


measurements 





Simplicity 
4047 





Sumpucity” © a registered trademark of Simplicity Pattern Co. inc. Copynght'® 2006 Simplicity Pattern Co. Inc 
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send us. 


We will pay for all the 
ones we publish. 

Threads Tips 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 
ThreadsTips@taunton.com 
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way. I remove all of the threads and 
needles from the serger. I then run the 
garment seam through the serger, using 
the blades to trim the allowances. This 
results in a perfectly trimmed '-inch 
seam allowance in short order. The tech- 
nique also makes quick work of trim- 
ming allowances on fabric tubes before 
turning them right side out. 
—Pamela Crosby, 
Dataw Island, South Carolina 


STRETCH YOUR HAMSTRINGS 
I've developed the habit of keeping a 
kitchen timer next to my machine when | 
sew. I set it for 45 minutes. When it rings, 
I stand up and do shoulder rolls and leg 
stretches. This handy minute minder 
helps me prevent neckaches and back- 
aches. Sewing now is never a pain. 
—Carol McKenzie, Austin, Texas 


A BETTER 3-D YOU 

I wanted to pad my dress form to mimic 
my unique curves so that I could more 
accurately fit a snug muslin. I dressed the 
form in one of my well-fitting bras and 
used scraps of polyester batting to fill the 
cups. To create hips, I cut off the top of 
an old pair of tights, pulled it onto the 


form’s hips, and padded in the same way. 
This enabled me to customize my form 
quickly so that it more closely resembles 
my nonstandard proportions. 

—Dawn Jardine, Red Hook, New York 


BREAKING THE RULES 
Many of the rulers and templates used 
in sewing are made of acrylic. They're 
pretty sturdy, but they can get cracked 
or broken. When mine broke, I tried 
repairing it with regular glues of various 
types, to no avail. Since these tools can be 
expensive, I decided to try the glue sold 
for affixing acrylic nails—and it works. 
I held the pieces together for a couple of 
minutes until they were well bonded. The 
ruler hasn't cracked since. 

—Crystal Griffiths, Baker, Florida 


TAME FLYAWAY THREADS 

I recently encountered a situation in 
which my thread continually looped over 
the thread spindle as my embroidery 
machine stitched. I had used this thread 
successfully many times before with no 
trouble. In addition, I noticed that every 
time I touched the machine, | got a static 
shock. Putting two and two together, I 
realized that static electricity was the 


Keep bobbins and spools together 


| found an easy way to keep a wound bobbin together 


with its matching spool of thread. | slide one end of a 


rubber band through the bobbin hole and loop it through 
its other end; this holds the bobbin securely. Then | wrap 
the loop end of the rubber band (with the bobbin on it) 
around the spool. The bonus: The rubber band prevents 


both the spool and the bobbin from unraveling. 
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—Karen DAlessandri, Pomona, New York 
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KAI SCISSORS 


Gift Sets Now Available 


custom fit... 


SHIPPING > 


www.kaiscissors.com 
1-800-481-4943 
SHEAR PRECISION SCISSOR CO. 


iets al=\i a elle (en. 





COLORHUE .  & 


instant set fabric dye | “i | 










: SILK RIBBON & BIAS 
hi ie dyeing and embellishing 


TIRE silk thread 
(5 weights) 


www. wildginger.com 


Things Japanese * www.silk hings. com 


(888) 929-9453 
t esilkexperience@silkthings. com 


Be Wild Ginger Software, Inc. 
425-821-2287 Saree 
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ORIGINAL 
Sewing & Quilt 
EX PO. 













SHOPPING ... WORKSHOPS ... 
CLASSES . . . FASHION SHOWS 





















QUILT GALLERIES ... INSPIRATION Velvets 
ANSWERS... SATISFACTION ... 
Chittons 
ONCE A YEAR 
3 DAYS ONLY! Satins 







CHANTILLY, VA* CHICAGO, IL 
MINNEAPOLIS * KANSAS CITY, KS 
TAMPA, FL* ATLANTA, GA 
CLEVELAND, OH » WORCESTER, MA 


Prints 
and Much More 


Thai Silks! 


252(T) State Street * Los Altos, CA 94022 
(800) 722-SILK 
Tel: (650) 948-8611 * Fax: (650) 948-3426 






ene VIKING 








JANOME BERNINA brother 


Wem, Ger 





SINGER hobyloch stitchés Specials for Stores, Artists, silks@thaisilks.com 
Dressmakers www.thaisilks.com 
ASSORTED SAMPLE SET is available 
800-699-6309 for $40 plus shipping Our Low Prices Will Surprise You! 
WAWAWAS=A al atcx=>.4 Senaxelan Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB - $20 annually Free Brochure Call Toll Free 
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You know who you are. You’re the one bursting with home décor and fashion ideas, but too 
intimidated by all those spools and needles to give serging a try. 


Well, forget everything you've heard. The rules have changed. 
With Baby Lock’s exclusive ta: you could be serging in the time it takes to 
read this ad. Just aim the thread into the hole, push the button and “whoosh,” it’s threaded. 


Need to switch colors? No problem. Jet-Air Threading lets you change threads in a flash. 


But don't take my word for it. Go toa 
Baby Lock retailer and experience it 


firsthand. Or look and listen at 5 tes py 
babylock.com/jetair. That little “whoosh” — 

will change the way you think about sl - 
serging forever. 
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PRIZE FOR BEST TIP 


Do you have a good sewing tip? 
Send it in, and we'll pay you if we 
publish it. We'll also select the 
cleverest tip in each issue, and the 
winner will receive a gift package of 
Taunton Press sewing books. (You 
can see our entire line of fiber arts 
books on our Web site, Threads 
Magazine.com.) 


This issue’s winner receives: 


® More Fabric Savvy by Sandra Betzina. 
America’s best-selling quick guide to 
selecting and sewing fabrics includes 
more than 100 tips for working with 
all types of fabrics. ($24.95) 


® Creative Surface Design by Sandy 
Scrivano. This must-have book pro- 
vides step-by-step instructions for 
four of the most popular surface de- 
sign techniques: painting, stamping, 
stenciling, and embossing. ($21.95) 


= Fine Machine Sewing by Carol Laflin 
Ahles. Carol shares her proven 
“how-to” approach to master classic 
stitching, embellishing, and finishing 
techniques on the machine. ($27.95) 


® Couture Sewing Techniques by 
Claire B. Shaeffer. This comprehen- 
sive source offers techniques to help 
you create the elegance, detail, and 
polish of couture garments. ($21.95) 


® Power Sewing Step-by-Step by Sandra 
Betzina. Sandra shows how to build 
a wardrobe and how to make flat- 
tering fashion choices, and provides 
hundreds of great sewing techniques 
that will have you sewing like a pro 
in no time. ($34.95) 


cause of my thread “fly away.” My solu- 
tion was to spritz my sewing area witha 
mixture of fabric softener and water. For 
the rest of the day, I was able to stitch 
smoothly with no static shocks or mis- 
behaving thread. 

—Joyce A. Hall, Horizon City, Texas 


RELEASE YOUR IRON 
I use quick-release aluminum foil to 
protect my ironing board when I’m 
fusing interfacing or fusible web. The 
little bits of adhesive, which can ruin an 
ironing-board cover, won't fuse to the 
nonstick side of the foil. The foil also 
reflects the iron’s heat, which helps with 
the fusing process. 

— Karen Wong, Round Rock, Texas 


LITTLE LABELS FOR BOBBINS 

To label my filled bobbins, I use self- 

adhesive, loose-leaf reinforcement rings. 

They fit perfectly around the bobbin 

holes. I write the thread name, color 

number, and weight on the label. 

—Linda Velsor, 

Catawba, North Carolina 


PONY UP FOR BUTTON LOOPS 
I recently needed navy elastic cord for 
button loops on a denim jacket I made. I 
couldn't find colored cord at local fabric 
stores. So, instead, I used elastic ponytail 
bands. They come in a wide range of 
colors, and navy was easy to find. I sewed 
in the bands uncut, leaving the extra 
length tucked between the jacket front 
and facing. 

—Pat Marie Freeman, 

Janesville, Wisconsin 


NEWFANGLED NEEDLE BOOK 
I've found a convenient way of storing 
my large assortment of hand-sewing 
needles. I place them in small albums 
designed to hold 4x6 photos. Each kind 
or size of needle gets its own page, so it’s 
easy to flip through the book to find what 
I need. If the plastic pages don't have 
sealed bottoms, I tape them closed. 

— Kitty Stein, Clear Brook, Virginia 
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TESTED AND SEWN BY THREADS 


Cozy warmth 


24 


ell, you won't freeze 

this fall and winter, 

that’s for sure. As 
chilly weather descends, 
fashion designers looked to 
the far north for inspiration, 
ala Doctor Zhivago. For this 
pattern collection, I selected 
a draped coat, a poncho, a 
coat dress, leggings, a knit 
top, a pencil skirt, anda 
cuddle coat. 

Inspired by Chado Ralph 
Rucci and Balenciaga, I chose 
the voluminous, head-turning 
coats, and encourage you to 
trim them with luxe faux fur 
to mimic runway looks. Layer- 
ing is also the name of the 


game this fall. I took my cues 
from Marc Jacobs and offer up 
a cinch-to-sew poncho, as well 
as a knit top with a fashion- 
able draped collar. Leggings 
are the major fashion player 
below the waist, and the pat- 
tern I chose looks just as good 
with a big top as it does under 
the pencil skirt. In fact, all of 
the pieces in the next pages 
can, and should, be mixed and 
matched for the ultimate in 
cozy warmth. This season, the 
more you pile on, the better. 


Anna Mazur, a self-described 
fashionista, sews couture 
clothing in Avon, Connecticut. 


THREADS-APPROVED Every pattern you see here has been 
sewn and tested. We keep a close watch on the fashion trends 


and select patterns that reflect the latest looks. Each one is 
then sent to a talented tester, who sews it in muslin to evalu- 
ate the proportions, style, and pattern instructions. 
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A draped coat you 
can wear four ways 


Park Bench Pattern Co., Grant Park 2 


(ParkBenchPatterns.com) This roomy jacket 
is a blast to wear and is designed with 8 to 
10 inches of ease, so it fits like a dream on 
even the fullest of figures. The pattern 
envelope demonstrates four different ways 
to drape and pin the collar. Our tester tells 
us that the collar may be too large for a 
petite figure, but the included guidelines for 
sizing up or down are easy to follow. Be sure 
to choose a fabric that looks good on both 
sides, as the wrong side will be visible in the 
collar area. (Sized “one size fits most,” gener- 
ally sizes 12-18) @ 


—Tested by Marion Higa, Honolulu, Hawaii 





A poncho to sew today, wear tonight 


Pamela’s Patterns, Pamela’s Poncho 101 (pamelasPatterns.com) Our 
tester’s quote of “Buy fabric today—wear a poncho tonight” tells you how fast 
this pattern is to sew. And ponchos are stylish, too—everyone from Ralph Lauren 
to Calvin Klein included some version ofthe poncho in their shows. Tips are given 
throughout the pattern instructions on howto adjust width and length depending 
on the fabric chosen. The tester further suggests making the funnel-neck version 
in a knit soit pulls easily over the head. (Sized “one size fits most”) @ 


—Tested by Michele Kwiatkowski, Danbury, Connecticut 


Allison Benin 


ying 


Ruricka. St 


arments senwn by Norma Bucko, Illustrations: Caro 


Photos: Jack Deutsch G 


COAT: Vogue 8211 


Earrings: Julie Sandlau, available at 
Saks Fifth Avenue. Shoes: Bettye Muller 
Gustav, available at Heart & Sole, 

St. James, New York 
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A retro coat dress 
with a luxe faux-fur collar 


(VoguePatterns.com) Our tester 
was thrilled when she received this pattern in the 
mail—she had been coveting it at her local fabric 
store. The 1950s-inspired coat dress includes sev- 
eral seams for fitting tweaks and has interesting 
details like the Peter Pan collar with unsewn darts. 
To accommodate a thick faux fur, like the one pic- 
tured here, ignore the darts and piece the fabric at 
those areas. The gathered skirt is wide but can be 
reduced by folding out the tissue. To eliminate bulk 
in the pocket area, the tester recommends cutting 
both pocket layers from lining. (Sized 6-22 for busts 
30Y%-44 in. and hips 324-46 in.) 





—Tested by Eve Kovacs, Woodridge, Illinois 


Leggings perfect for layering 


(KwikSew.com) Long or cropped leggings are 
back in style but are worn differently than the last time they were 
a hot commodity. Think of these modern leggings as footless tights 
that will keep you warm and toasty in cool weather. Layer them under 
a tunic, dress, skirt, or even shorts. This pattern includes informative 
directions and is great for beginners and advanced sewers. And with 
the 4-inch seam allowances, it takes no time to whip up a few in two- 
way stretch fabrics. (Sized XS~XL for hips 324-47 in.) @ 

—Tested by Fran Godderidge, 
| Ogden, Utah 
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PATTERN REVIEW continued 


A cowl-neck knit top 
that breaks the rules 


Butterick 4230 (Butterick.com) Emphasis is on 
the neckline in these pullover tops. You can choose 
between a few softly draped collars and two sleeves. 
Please note that there are no provisions for hems on 
the sleeves, collars, or bottom of the garment. They’re 
all meant to be raw and unfinished, a trend in ready- 
to-wear that saves money, fabric, and manufacturing 
time. This pattern is designed for knits, but don’t 
be afraid to mix in a soft woven. Our tester tried 
sheer chiffon in the collar of her test garment, 
and it looked fabulous. (Sized XS—XL for busts 
30%-44 in) BO 

—Tested by Linda Henry, 


Fair Oaks, California 





A pencil skirt with 
high-waisted style 


Burda 8155 (BurdaMode.com) 
Waistlines are creeping up, as this pencil 

skirt demonstrates. This silhouette is an excel- 
lent choice for anyone who needs a basic, classic skirt 
for their wardrobe: Make it in wool tweed, menswear 
suiting, wool gabardine, or even silk matka. The 3-inch- 
high waistband is actually very comfortable because 
it tapers down to 1% inches at center back. Our tester 
tells us that the 4%-inch slit at center back can be easily 





adjusted if you need additional walking ease. (Sized 
34-46 for hips 33-44 in.) @ 
—Tested by Pam Howard, Newnan, Georgia 
continued >>> 
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TOP: Butterick 4230 
SKIRT: Burda 8155 


Purse: Jalda, JaldaStyle.com. Shoes: 
Oscar de la Renta, Amazon.com 
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Today’s your day to try the aurora 430 & 440 QE 
and the revolutionary Bernina Stitch Regulator. 


It’s the dawn of a new day in sewing for you. The aurora 430 and 440 QE from 
Bernina bring you features that will revolutionize the way you sew, quilt and 
embroider. For instance, you'll master free-motion in minutes with the patented” 
Bernina Stitch Regulator, It regulates stitch length, so you can create consistent 
free-motion stitching with complete confidence. Only Bernina makes it all 
so easy with just this magic, little presser-foot attachment. What's more, 
both aurora machines let you do embroidery powered by your PC, which means 
the sky's the limit when it comes to designing. So, what are you doing today? 





Today | will go to Bernina. 


©2006 Bernina of America 


Nothing Sews Like A Bernina, Nothing. 
| oi Bi | 8 
iSiond alee Sateen BERNINA 
sewer like a Bernina Dealer. www. berninausa.com “US Patent 6,883,446, Optional with 430, standard on 440 QE. 
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PATTERN REVIEW continued 


COAT: Marfy 9609 


Purse: Margaret Nicole, MargaretNicole.com. Trousers: Shin 
Choi, available at Shin Choi, New York, New York 


A well-designed 
cuddle coat 


fy 9609 (Marfy.it) This cuddle coat 
comes highly recommended by our tester. 


She loved making its distinguished wide 
collar, and tells us that the two-piece bias rag- 
lan sleeves fit like a dream. The many seam- 
lines throughout offer great opportunities 
for topstitching or seam-enhancing embel- 
lishments. It is a simple pattern, but as with 





all Marfy patterns, there are no instruction 
sheets and no seam allowances. Splurge on 





a yummy cashmere or wool to pair with this 

simple, elegant style. (Sized European 42-48 =f 

for busts 34-39 in. and hips 36-40 in.) & 
—Tested by Anne Kendall, 


Seekonk, Massachusetts 





» Stick with subdued colors: black, brown, gray, 
oatmeal, and winter white. Round out the 
palette with gold, plum, teal, and virtually 
every shade of red. 


> Go for luxurious texture: velvet, fur, cashmere, 
wool felt, and laser-cut wool, Mix with tex- 
tured leather, nubby knit, fuzzy mohair, and 
chunky crochet. 


> Invest in a belt or two. Waist cinchers of 
all shapes and sizes continue to be hot 
accessories. 


> Emphasize necklines with crystal, wood, or 
bone accents. 


> Put your best foot forward with a stylish 
wedge or platform pump—or flat, slouchy, or 
ankle boots. 


> Complete your ensemble with a statement 
bag, like an oversize satchel or frame purse. 
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; www.fashiondesignonline.com 
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An online boutique of upscale et 
fabrics, hand-selected by a we of 4 
sore 
qrs* 


the best of New York and Europe. 


www.emmaonesock.com 


| 

| 
designer with access to some of 
Please shop responsibly. Our selection is habit-forming! 





Hands-on Workshops 


More than 100 Mm “Minky Dots”, 11 colors 
Seminars Daily 


More than 400 
Exhibitor Booths 


TV Sewing Stars 


Request a brochure today! 


www.sewexpo.com 
(253) 445-4632 


distinctivefabric.c com 


Order online - safe & secure 
' 10 free swatches for new customers! 


Fast Shipping - Volume Discounts 
20 Day, 100% Refund Policy 

N | | Yard Order Minimum! | 

877-721-7269 www.distinctivefabric.com 


The Nation's can Sewing Show 





presented by WASHINGTON STATI 
9 LINIVERSITY 'Pherce County Extension 
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The thread of your imagination 


Whatever color, whatever style, there’s a Coats & Clark 
thread to bring your imagination to life. With over 






300 colors right for today’s fashions, our threads 
provide the quality that makes your projects last ae, 
for generations. Just what you'd imagine from : 2d. Coats & GF’ 


America’s leading thread maker. 22 | 
Sewing * Quilting - Embroidery 
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Find great sewing Classes 


Here’s how to hunt down top-notch instruction 




























f the sewing bug has bitten you, you're 

no doubt hungry to learn brand-new 

techniques or refresh skills learned long 
ago. And I'll bet you long for an opportunity 
to mingle with others who share your 
interest. Well, I have good news. 
You can find inspiring, informative 
classes in towns and cities across 
the nation—you just need to know 
where to look. 

In this short piece, there’s not 
enough space to list every course 
in the United States, but I can help 
you anticipate what to expect in 
beginning and more advanced courses. 
I also assist you in the process of 
evaluating curriculum so that you can 
find the best class for your skill level and 
interests. I have included some specific 
suggestions, both close to home and a little 
farther a field, to help get you started (see 






continued >>> 


From sewing shows 
and online classes to 
college offerings and 
sewing cruises, many 
educational possibilities 
are available to help 
you sharpen your 
sewing skills. 
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BASICS 


“Look Here’ at right). I've also included 
a handy sidebar about online classes. 


WHAT TO EXPECT 

Sewing involves all sorts of wonderful 
creative and technical skills: machine 
know-how, fabric troubleshooting, fit- 
ting savvy, and design and pattern- 
making expertise. In all of these 
interest areas, youll find beginner, 
intermediate, and advanced offer- 
ings. Beginner-level classes require 
little or no previous knowledge, 

so if youre just starting out or 
returning to sewing after a hiatus, 
these are a good starting point. 
Intermediate-level classes assume 
some knowledge, and advanced 
courses are designed for honing 
skills. Much advanced coursework 

is completed independently. 

A written course description 
should immediately clue you in to 
the instruction level. But if you're 
unsure or are having trouble decid- 
ing your level, talk to the teacher. 


HOW TO JUDGE A CLASS 

Besides knowing what to expect, it’s 
important to carefully evaluate a class. 
You'll want to make sure your time— 
and money—will be well spent. Look 
for the terms “lecture” or “hands-on” 
in the course description. In a lecture/ 
demo type class, you observe, take 
notes, and go home to practice on 
your own. In a hands-on course, youll 
jump right in and practice techniques. 
The instructor assesses how you re 
doing and gives you pointers along 
the way. Depending on your particular 
learning style, you may prefer one 
approach to another. 

Ask lots of questions before you sign 
up. Inquire about prerequisites and the 
number of students. Determine if youl 
be able get follow-up guidance after 
the class. Finally, ask about supplies 
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continued 


Look here 


Whether you're a beginning sewer, need some refresher courses, or just want to 
get up to speed with the latest in sewing, you can find wonderful classes. Here 
are suggestions to help jump-start your search. 





START CLOSE TO HOME 


Local fabric stores, quilt shops, and 


sewing machine dealers should be 
your first stop. Machine dealers, of 
course, offer instruction related to the 
machines they sell but often schedule 
other classes, too. Most shops have 
their own on-staff teachers but often 
bring in guest instructors and well- 
known national teachers, as well. Ask 
to be added to their mailing list so 
you Il always receive up-to-date infor- 
mation. Stores may also provide names 
of teachers that offer private lessons. 


Sewing lounges are popping up in 
larger metropolitan areas. These comfy 
drop-in places provide machines and 
other equipment to rent by the hour. A 
nice selection of classes is also offered. 


SewingLounge.com 
StitchLounge.com 


Local colleges, continuing 
education programs, and coop- 
erative extension services often 
offer sewing classes and enrich- 
ment programs you can take 
without pursuing a degree. The 
following colleges offer large 
fashion-design programs. 


FIDM.edu 

(Fashion Institute of Design 

and Merchandising, four 
California campuses) 
FITNYC.edu 
(The Fashion Institute of 
Technology, New York City) 
Moore.edu 
(Moore College of Art and 
Design, Philadelphia) 
Parsons.edu 
(Parsons School of 
Design, New York City) 
RISD.edu 
(Rhode Island School of Art 
and Design, Providence) 
SCAD.edu 
(Savannah College of 
Art and Design) 


Sewing organizations, clubs, and quilt 
guilds exist in every state. They offer 
classes and workshops taught by mem- 
bers but also sponsor national teachers. 
The American Sewing Guild (ASG.org) 
has 130 chapters nationwide. The Home 
Sewing Association (HSA) has a locator 
on its Web site (Sewing.org) to help you 
find a teacher in your area. 


illustrations: Rosann Berry 


Workshops and retreats offer 

more intense schooling. Individual 
instructors or groups of instructors 
organize these events to take place 
over a weekend or for a full week. 
Check to see if accommodations are 
included or if you need to arrange 
lodging and meals separately. 


BaumSchool.org/faculty 





(Camp Couture by 
~~ t.—< Pamela Ptak) 
LOOK A LITTLE FARTHER AFIELD _  FineSewing.com 
Sewing shows and conferences are a great way to sample classes and mingle with : (The Academy of Fine 


fellow sewing enthusiasts. At most of these large venues, you can take all-day and Sewing and Design in 


multiday workshops from expert instructors. You can also take short classes that : Canada) 


range from an hour to three hours long. LindaStewartCoutureDesigns.com 


(alterations) 


AmericanQuilter.com/shows PACCProfessionals.org | Revisions-Ericson.com 
{in Paducah, Kentucky, each April and : (annual fall conference at different 3 (creativity, fiber, and sewing 
in Nashville, Tennessee, every August) : locations) 3 retreats) 
AmericanSewingExpo.com 3 Quilt.com 3 SarahVeblen.com 

(in Novi, Michigan, every September) (in Houston, Texas, each October) (design, patternmaking, 
ASG.org : Quiltingb ytheLake.com 3 and construction) 
(national conference every summer) : (each July in New York State) SusanK halje.com 
Folkschool.org 3 SewExpo.com : (couture methods) 
MarthaPullen.com 3 (in Puyallup, Washington, every March) - 

(Martha’s Sewing Market expo in 3 SewingExpo.com : 

different locations each june) . (in eight cities) 





TREAT YOURSELF TO A HOLIDAY 

Sewing holidays are for those who want to expand their fiber-art 
horizons—and see the world at the same time. Take a quilting 
cruise on a Mississippi riverboat, a knitting cruise to Alaska, ora 
couture tour of Paris; visit museums; or shop for fabric till you drop. 
Explore the possibilities at: 


AS pecialtyTours.com : SewManyOptionsTours.com 
MarieYolande.com SusanKhalje.com 
PalmerPletsch.com Travel-Quest.co.uk/tqtextiles 


SaberDesigns.cc 
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BASICS continued 


needed and if any prep work is neces- 
sary. This way, you ll be sure there are 
no surprises. 


THE FOCUS MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
Probe, as well, into the focus of the 
class. There are usually three types of 
classes: project-oriented, function- 
focused, and technique-based instruc- 
tion. The first type is geared toward 
making a specific project, such as a 
purse, apron, or skirt, which is par- 
ticularly satisfying for beginners. 

The second type concentrates on a 
function—like a fancy foot or decora- 
tive stitch. These classes are usually 
linked to a specific machine, which is 
great if you own that machine and not 
so great if you own another brand. The 
third is based on technique, such as a 
session all about seams or zippers. The 
focus is narrow, but youll become well 
versed in that specific process. 

In any class, keep in mind that, when 
it comes to sewing, there's more than 
one method to do just about anything. 
That's what is truly wonderful about 


the craft—there is always more to learn. 


Mary Ray is a Threads contributing 
editor. 
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ONLINE LEARNING: 
THE PROS AND CONS 


Sewing instruction has gone high tech. 
Online classes range from short videos you 
can download to classes that run for several 
weeks and include online chats. Others 
offer an instructional printout and the 
opportunity to send your homework to the 


instructor for evaluation. 


PROS 

Online learning is great if you have a busy schedule and have loads 

of self-discipline. You can learn at your own pace and in the comfort of 
your own home. You can even log on in the middle of the night, if 


you are so inclined. 


CONS 
If you are a people person, online courses can feel impersonal. A 
traditional curriculum might be better if your learning style requires 


direct feedback from the instructor and other students. 


REQUIREMENTS 

You'll need basic computer skills to participate in online classes. You'll 
also need to install certain programs like Adobe Acrobat Reader for 
viewing and printing PDF files, Java for participating in online chats, 
and RealPlayer or Quicktime to view videos. Not to worry—most 


online classes offer great tech support. 


LOG ONTO START LEARNING 
™ DigsMagazine.com 

™ LubbockMetro.com/SewnSew 
™ PatternsThatFitYou.com 

m SeeltSewilt.com 

™ SewFastSewEasy.com 


® Sewing.PatternReview.com 


Sewing-machine company Web sites offer instruction as well: 


™ Babylock.com § HusqvarnaViking.com 
™ BerninaUSA.com lm Janome.com 
® Brother-USA.com m PfaffUSA.com 


We also offer beginners a “Teach Yourself to Sew” guidebook at 


ThreadsMagazine.com/Sewing. 





Pann Berry 


Nustrations: &o 











STITCH 
REGULATOR 





BY QUILTER’S CRUISE CONTROL 


Pfaff Makes 
Free-motion 
Easy! 


The new Pfaff creative Fabric Mover with 
Stitch Regulator by Quilter’s Cruise Control 
makes your free-motion work easier and 
more creative than ever before! Just look 
at these great features: 






















¢ Moves with the touch of one finger! 

¢ Perfectly even stitches every time. 

¢ Sews on ALL colors of fabric! 

¢ Ergonomic design. 

¢ Makes free-motion stitching easy for everyone, 
even beginners! 

¢ No assembly required. 


Visit your local Pfaff dealer and try the 
Pfaff creative Fabric Mover and Stitch 
Regulator for yourself. To find the dealer 
nearest you, visit www.pfaffusa.com. 
You won’t believe how easy 
free-motion can be! 
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BY LORI HILL 































love designing accessories that have what I 

call “easy elegance,” and one of my top sellers 

is a one-seam poncho. It is a statement piece 
that can adorn any outfit and is an especially 
pretty cover-up for evening attire. It’s also 
one-size-fits-all, so it makes a wonderful gift. 
Your friends will think you spent a week slaving 

: it, b l ill k h h: Thi 

For instant style, fold 2 over it, but only you will know the trut 1S 
fabric rectangle in half, 


then sew a shoulder seam 


sophisticated poncho can be cut and sewn in 
less than an hour. 


J manage an independent fabric 
store, so I fold and unfold many 
beautiful designer fabrics every 
day. I've experimented with 
many different textiles in 
this poncho design, and 
the best choices are 
slinky, soft knits or wo- 
vens that have plenty 
of inherent drape. 
My favorites, by far, 
are vibrant, lush 
burnout velvets in 
a variety of prints. 
You can also 
easily transform 
a wide, already- 
hemmed scarf 
or shawl into 
a poncho. 
The one-seam poncho 
lends itself to different design options, 
so I encourage you to experiment once you have 
the basic construction down pat. Instead of 
sewing the shoulder seam completely, for 
example, you can tack the seam every couple 
of inches for sexy peekaboo slits. Or gather the 
unsewn shoulder section to make the garment 
even more asymmetrical; you can also add trims, 
fringe, or charms to the edges or corners. Once 
you make one of these easy, elegant ponchos, 
you ll be itching to whip out more in a medley 
of fabrics and style variations. 


Lori Hill designs unique accessories and manages 
Banksville Designer Fabrics (BanksvilleDesigner 
Fabrics.com) in Norwalk, Connecticut. 
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Photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Sylvia Pichler. |I/ustrations: Carol Ruzicka 


To make this poncho, you'll need a fabric rectangle 22 inches 
wide by 72 inches long. You can cut it wider, but 22 inches is 
comfortable for most sizes. Two yards of 45-inch-wide fabric 
yields two ponchos. Just trim off the selvages (tightly woven 
edges), then cut the fabric down the center, lengthwise. 


Choose between two construction techniques: an enclosed 
seam or an exposed, serged seam. Both are fast and easy. 


| Fold right sides together, 
and sew a %-inch seam. 

Pin the two layers together 
along one long edge. Starting 
16 inches from the fold, as 
marked above, straight-stitch 
to the end. 


Roll under all raw edges to 
the wrong side. Hand-tack. 
Or press the raw edges under, 
and machine-topstitch. 


\ ay 
we 


a= 
| 
} 


— 


Enclosed seam 


| Serge-hem all four sides of 


You can also 
wear this 


poncho as a 
cape. Flip the 
arm seam to 
the back and 
drape the 
front Tile, 

a loose 

cow! neck. 











the rectangle. Apply Fray 
Check to secure the thread 
ends at the corners. 


Fold wrong sides together, 
and zigzag-stitch. Pin the two 
layers together along one long 
edge. Starting 16 inches from 
the fold, zigzag-stitch to the 
end, or use a Straight stitch for 
an even flatter result. 





Exposed seam 
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or years now, the editors of 

Threads have watched the 

deconstructed garment trends 
with interest and enthusiasm as 
these trends have turned traditional 
sewing on its head. Raw seams, in 
particular, boldly bring the essence 
of a garment’s fabric and construc- 
tion to the surface. They force us 
to look at textiles and patterns ina 
whole new light. But the price tags 
of shredded, purposefully “undone” 
designer garments can be shocking, 
and “we can make that!” has become 
the phrase of choice. So, for this 
article, the editors challenged each 
other to do just that. In the follow- 
ing pages, youll see the fruits of 
their labor: three cool versions of 
deconstructed seams. 


All eyes to the runways 

To jump-start the deconstructed 
endeavor, the editors gathered for 
an informal brainstorming session, 
then headed into the Threads 
sewing studio to experiment on 
scraps of fabric. They gathered 
inspiration for their garments, 





BY THE THREADS EDITORS 


gleaned from magazine tear sheets, 
runway footage, even red-carpet 
fashions. They searched for the 
perfect patterns and took trips to 
their favorite fabric stores. 

The results are unique and fash- 
ionable. Carol Fresia, associate 
editor and resident serger whiz, 
experimented with a slot seam ina 
1960s-inspired dress. Senior editor 
Jennifer Sauer developed “a seam- 
allowance sandwich’ in a multi- 
seamed skirt. And associate editor 
Judith Neukam distressed supersize 
bias seam allowances in a bold, 
artful jacket. All three techniques 
are easy to construct and can be 
incorporated into all sorts of gar- 
ments. Before you read on, however, 
the editors urge you to shake off 
any preconceived notions of what a 
traditional seam should be. It’s a lib- 
erating feeling. Youll love the tactile, 
thoroughly modern results. 


continued >>> 








COLOR BETWEEN THE LINES 


To combine the look of piping and slot seams—when 
contrasting fabric peeks between seam edges—in one 
bulk-free seam, try a rolled-hem stitch on your serger 









and add a colorful backing. 


Cut the underlay strip. 

A straight-grain strip that 
matches the weight of 
the main fabric is best. 
Interface as needed. Cut 
it the length of the seam 
by the width of the slot 
opening plus 14 inches. 


Mark the slot opening, 
and apply fusible tape. 
Chalk-mark the width of 
the opening. Apply fusible 
tape (like Steam-a-Seam) 


Serge-finish the raw 
edges. With a rolled-hem 
stitch, serge along the 
seam edge, trimming off 
the seam allowance plus 
half the slot-opening 
width. If necessary, use 
stabilizer or interfacing 
to secure the edges. 





Align and fuse the 
first side of the seam. 
Lay a strip right side up 
ona flat surface. Place a 
garment section on top, 
right side up. Align the 
serged edge along the 
chalk mark. Fuse. 

Fora curved seam, 
lay it on a tailor’s ham. 








Topstitch the seam. 

Sew close to the serged 
edge. To maintain an even 
width, use a presser foot 
with edgestitching guide. 
Repeatsteps 4 and 5 for 
the other side. 
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Styling credits (this page and on pp. 38 and 43): ring—Dyanne 
lalda, JaldaStyle.com 


purse 


Styling credits (this page and on pp. 38 and 43): sweater-—Q! Cashmere, available at Fopp's, New York, New York; necklace—Dyanne 
Belle, DyanneBelle.com; purse—Alexis Hudson Olegra, AlexisHudsoaninc.com; shoes—Bettye Muller Ranch, BettyeMuller.com 







LAYER IN TEXTURE AND SHINE 


For special seams, sandwich bias strips of lightweight fabrics 
between exposed seam allowances. Then “finish” with pinking 
sheers, and fray. Iridescent textiles fray beautifully; doing so 
exposes different-colored yarns. 


ieee: Sai al | Pink the garment edges. 
ee ie ease Cut your main fabric 
pieces with pinking 
sheers for a jagged 
yet stable edge. 





Cut a bias strip from 
contrasting fabric. 
On a 45-degree 
angle to the selvage, 
cut astrip toa 
~ generous width. 
Bees, ~ a _ New = 
gy bes J ee ee eee ee Sy 
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Pin the strip between 
the garment layers. 
Lay one garment piece 
wrong side up ona flat 
surface. Center the strip 
over the seamline. Pin 
(yellow). Lay the other 
piece wrong side down. 
Pin between the first set 
of pins (purple). 
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Clip and fray the edges. 
Trim the strip with 
pinking sheers. Clip 
every % inch. Fray with 
your fingernails. Then 
twist the strip as shown 
to create a wavy line. 
Fray the main fabric 
edges, as well. 


Sew with a walking 
foot. To ensure that 

the layers don't shift, 
press the seam as sewn 
to sink the stitches. Then 
press open or to one 
side, as desired. 





OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2006 Al 


CRAFT A WIDE EDGE 


A Givenchy gown worn by Naomi Watts at the 2006 Academy 
Awards inspired the oversize seams on the faced edges of this 
jacket. To make the cut edge“bloom,” cut the center-front and 
facing pieces of this double-cloth fabric on the bias. 


| Cut 1-inch seam 
allowances on the 
front and neck facings. 
Mark the seamline 
with chalk, as shown. 
You'll have to cheat 
this process on the 
back neck by inserting 
a folded bias strip into 
a traditional seam, as 
described on p. 41. 





Sew wrong sides 
together. Create 
neutral tension—dont 
pull or push, as the 
fabric easily stretches 
out of shape. Sew a 
’-inch-wide twill tape 
over the sewn seam to 
stabilize the edge. 


Wild Ginger | 
pattern 
software _ 






Separate the double 
cloth in the seam 
allowance. Gently 
pull with your fingers 
up to the seamiine. 
Clip any binding 
threads as necessary. 





Stretch to flute Roll and buff. 


all four edges. Circle the edges as 
7 Pull each edge in \pne: shown, and roughly 


buff them to distress. 
Or use astiff brush 
to abrade the edges. 


opposite directions 
as shown. This 
accentuates the bias 
stretch and creates 
a frothy “bloom.” 
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Styling credits (this page and on pp. 39 and 43) blouse—Philippe Adec, available at Neiman Marcus; trousers—Philippe Adec 


special order from Philippe Adec, necklace—Dyanne Belle. DyanneBelle com; purse—talda, JaldaStyle.com 


Model/cityscape photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Christie McCabe. Process photos: Scott Phillips Stylist: Allison Berlin 


(styling credits on pages where garment primarily featured) 





TAKE IT A STEP FURTHER 


Once you master the basic techniques for the three deconstructed seams, 
push yourself to the next level. Try these clever interpretations. 





Topstitch along both edges Use purchased trim, ribbon, 
with a decorative stitch. or braid for the underlay. 


Layer in net; when pressed, it fuses Add three different strips, and 
to the fashion fabric. vary the widths. 








Try a nubby tweed fabric, and fray 


Include the lining in the seam allowance, 
then shape all layers into subtle waves. right up to the seamline. 





— Handle 


A ® Your 
Ultimate Shield c \e _ : 
Slip and slice no more: H nds 
cut-resistant gloves a 


Cut-resistant gloves are a boon to sewers who use 
rotary cutters—they’ll save your fingertips should 


© 
your rotary blade slip. Made of knit fabric that’s with 
reinforced with stainless-steel threads, these gloves 


will deflect most sewing-related cutting accidents. 








Forschner Ultimate Shield. Sold individually 
(ambidextrous); S—L; heavier weight. ($15.95 
each; CutleryandMore.com) 


It's easy to prevent accidental 
injury when cutting, sewing, 
and pressing fabric 

Rise, BY CAROL FRESIA 


Polygenex Armor-Paw. Sold in pairs; S-XL; 
lightweight and flexible. ($14.95/pair; 
Gloves-Online.com) 








o matter how high-tech your sewing equipment gets, the 

most essential tools you possess are your hands. Despite 

the ladylike reputation sewing has developed in recent 
decades, it can be a dangerous undertaking for your hands. Hot 
irons, razor-sharp cutters, and ubiquitous pins and needles 





constantly threaten your fingers. If you sew frequently or for 
long stretches of time, you'll also likely notice the symptoms of 
wear and tear: stiff, cramped muscles and dry, rough skin. 

To help you avoid the hazards of the sewing room, we've 
researched tools and products that protect your hands from 
both minor discomfort and serious injury. Here, you'll find 






Polygenex 
Armor-Paw 


an assortment of small items that can make a big difference 
to your digits. 


Carol Fresia is an associate editor at Threads. 
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Photos: Scott Phillips 


Banish sore fingertips: thimbles 






Thimbles come in an astounding range of styles and materials that guard 
against jabs from needles and pins. Because they're inexpensive, you can col- 
lect a wardrobe of thimbles suited to a variety of sewing tasks. These finger 
protectors come in different sizes, so check descriptions to determine your size. 


4 Skin Thimble. Soft 7 Comfort Thimble. 


—i 


Clover Leather Ring 









BR 


Ww 


Thimble. Flexible lea- 
ther ring protects sides 
of fingers. ($3.75 for 
three; QuiltKnit.com) 


Nimble. Leather 
thimble with built-in 
metal tip; opening 
at tip for long 
fingernails. ($5.25; 
QuiltKnit.com) 


Thumble. Works as 

a needle deflector 
underneath the fabric 
to protect the thumb. 
($2.00; QuiltKnit.com) 


leather with built-in 
plastic shield. ($6.50; 
QuiltKnit.com) 


5 Adjustable Ring 


Thimble. Metal ring- 
style protects sides 
of fingers. ($2.50; 
ScarlettRose.com) 


6 UnderThimble. 


Stick-on stainless-steel 
disk deflects needles 
from pricking fingers 
underneath the fabric. 
($5.50; QuiltKnit.com) 





















Flexible plastic with 
a broad, angled 

tip. ($5.65; Newark 
Dress.com) 


ThimblePad. Stick-on 
leather pads for use 

on needle-pushing 
finger or as a needle 
deflector. ($5.50/ 
12-pack; QuiltKnit.com) 


Clover Ring Thimble 
with Plate. Adjustable 
ring with thimble plate. 
($2.25; QuiltKnit.com) 


End stiff joints: 
spandex-enforced gloves 


Spandex-enforced gloves are like support hose for your hands. These 


fingerless gloves cling gently to your hands to alleviate stiff muscles 
and provide relief from the pain of repetitive-stress injuries. 


Thergonomic Hand- 
Aids. Nylon/spandex; 
S-XL; fingerless; tan; 
finger openings ad- 
justable by making 
small snips in the 
fabric. ($9.95/pair; 
NewarkDress.com) 


Handeze. Nylon/ 
Spandex; XS—XL; 
fingerless; beige, 
black, and slate 
blue. ($19.95/pair; 
Handeze.com) 
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_ Stop the sizzle: 
/heatproof hand covers 


Heat-resistant finger and hand protectors enable 
you to iron and press in tight spaces without scorch- 
ing your fingers. You'll find them made of either 
knitted fibers or molded silicone and designed to 
cover either individual fingers or your entire hand. 


Cool Fingers. Knit, single-finger mitt that’s heat 

resistant but not steam resistant. For greater 
dexterity, get two and wear them on your index 

SS and middle fingers. ($4.35; NewarkDress.com) 


Orka Silicone Oven Mitt. Ambidextrous; 

heat resistant to 600°F; prevents 

scalding from steam. ($14.99; 
BedBathandBeyond.com) 







Soothe dry skin: 
lotions and creams 


Greaseless lotions and creams mois- 
turize skin that’s dry from prolonged 
fabric handling, and they smooth 
out rough spots that snag fine fibers. 
These products were developed to 
soften without transferring residue 
to your project. 


yd tet ribet ga | a Squeeze 
NordicNeedle.com) , away stress: 
hand exercisers 


Gloves in a Bottle. Barrier-formula 
lotion that prevents fabric dyes from 
staining skin. ($12.99/8-o0z. bottle; 


NordicNeedle.com) To prevent or alleviate hand strain, do 


strengthening exercises. Squeezable 
grips and balls are available in sporting- 
goods and medical-supply stores. Look 
for products that provide instructions. 


Udderly Smooth. Water-based cream 
formula; available in tubes. ($2.95/ 
4-02. tube; NordicNeedle.com) 


Sew Help Me! Fragrance-free cream; 
available in jars or tubes. ($9.99/4-0z. 


jar; NordicNeedle.com) Cg by Champion Anti-Stress Grip. Soft- 


silicone grip exerciser; includes exercise 
instructions. ($4.99; Target) 


Thera-Squeeze Stress Reliever. Use chilled, 
or heat in the microwave; includes exercise 
instructions. ($8.95; SeniorShops.com) 
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Ways to Achieve 


Sewing Zen 


With these no-stress tips, you 
can follow the many paths 
to sewing enlightenment 


BY THE THREADS EDITORS 


f you sew, you ve discovered there 

are wrong ways to carry out a 

project. But the wisdom of the 
sewing masters tells us that there's 


never only one right way to attain the 


results we desire. Changing your ap- 


proach can yield miraculous benefits. 


Each of the 25 tips outlined here 


shows you a different way to perform 


a familiar sewing task. You ll learn 
alternative approaches to master- 
ing zippers, sleeve caps, waistbands, 
fragile edges, buttons, interfacing, 
and seam allowances. 

As you achieve enlightenment on 
your Own sewing journey, may you 
wander many paths and experience 
much discovery along the way. 

A special thanks to Threads contrib- 
uting editors Louise Cutting, Susan 
Khalje, Anna Mazur, and Mary Ray 
for generously sharing some of their 
favorite tips. 
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ways to install zippers 


Fuse a zipper to the seam allowance for a fast and accurate application, 


or sew a zipper by hand a la haute couture. 


FUSE A ZIPPER 

For a lapped zipper, machine-baste the seam- 
line closed and press the seam open (shown without 
basting at right). Then use %-inch-wide Lite Steam-A- 
Seam 2 to baste the zipper in place. Steam-A-Seam 2 
is a permanent fusible tape that also has a temporary 
adhesive bond. 

With the zipper open, steam-press the Steam-A- 
Seam 2 to the right side of the zipper tape. Remove 
the paper strip, position the tape along the seam, 
and steam-press again. Topstitch the fused seam 
allowance close to the teeth through all thicknesses. 
Repeat the same process with the other zipper side, 
except topstitch as usual. Pull the threads to the 
wrong side, and knot. 


HAND-SEW A ZIPPER 


For a haute-couture 
touch, sew a zipper by hand 


with a pickstitch, which is just ee —~ 


a small backstitch. Use a double 7 
thread coated with beeswax. z 
Don’t pull too tightly when 
you stitch or the fabric will 
look tufted. 
Starting at the upper right, 
sew down to the base of the 
zipper. As long as you sewa 
stitch or two below the base 
of the zipper, it’s not necessary 
to stitch across the seam. 
Rethread your needle, and 
stitch up the left side (shown 
above). Try marking the stitch 
placement with pins to ensure 
symmetry on each side of the 
zipper placket. 








Way to prep thread 


PRESS BEESWAX 
When coating a thread 
with beeswax, draw the 
thread over the wax to 


a 





coat the surface. Then 
iron the thread so that 
the beeswax melts 


4) 


into it to smooth and 
strengthen the thread. 


ways to seta 


Setting sleeves intimidates many sewers. Here are easy pointers 
for getting smooth, pucker-free results. 


To ease a wool sleeve cap, use moisture and heat 
to shrink the wool. Gently gather up the top edge using 
a pulled basting stitch. Pin the cap over a pressing ham 
or dress form to hold the shape (shown at right). Cover 
the edge of the sleeve cap with a damp press cloth, and 
press the seam allowances with the tip of a hot iron 
until the gathered allowance contracts into a smoothly 
shaped curve. 


To set a sleeve in loosely woven tweed or boucle 
fabric, sew it by hand. Cut 1- to 2-inch seam allowances. 
Fit the sleeve on a person or dress form, and fold under 
the sleeve-cap seam allowance along the intended 
seamline. Use a fell stitch to sew invisibly, gently easing 
the fabric as you sew. After you’ve attached the sleeve, 
open the seam allowances to shape and pad out the 
sleeve head. 


When sewing two layers of fabric, the feed dogs 
often pull the bottom layer under the presser foot at a 
slightly faster rate than the top layer. Take advantage 
of this when setting a sleeve by sewing with the sleeve 
layer on the bottom. This way the machine helps you 
ease in the sleeve (not shown). 


For a standard set-in sleeve, measure the armscye 
seamline and then measure the sleeve cap. The cap 


should be the larger measurement by 1% to 14 inches, 
depending on the fabric. If this ratio isn’t correct, adjust 
your pattern. 


To reduce the sleeve-cap length, skima 
little fabric off the top of the sleeve cap (shown 
in the top pattern at right). Or dart out the extra 
fabric from the top of the sleeve cap (shown in 
the bottom pattern at right). 





\ y 


gr 
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: | _ ways to get bulk-free waistbands 


Waistbands should never add bulk. What goes around your waist should stretch, 
support, and always give a smooth finish. 


A meets C here. 


1 MITER FOR FLAT ENDS Cut. 
For a streamlined waistband: | Cut a triangle 
from the waistband pattern. 2 Flip and move the 





triangle, and add a seam allowance. Cut the fab- 
ric. 3 Fold the fabric so that point A meets point C. Stitch here. 
Stitch on the seamline. 4 Open out the triangle; 
bring the top edge to meet the bottom edge. 


Turn the waistband. 





ADD A CUT-ON WAISTBAND 
Adjust your pattern to be large enough at 





the waistline to pull over the hips by extending the side seam as shown. 
Then measure up from the waistline 2 inches. Draw a horizontal line 





from the center front to the side seam on both the front and back. This Add 2% inches. 






is the foldline for the new cut-on waist casing. Ignore the darts. Make a 1 
Fold|i 
second line 24% inches above the first line. The fabric between these two es 


lines forms the casing. Fold it to the inside. _-Add 2 inches. 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT ELASTIC 
Try 1% -inch-wide Stretch Rite Sport Elastic; it is soft, can be / 






Extend 


side seams. 
stitched through, and has great stretch and recovery. Cut this elastic 





at least 5 inches smaller than your waist circumference (not shown). 


DON’T GET YOUR ELASTIC IN A TWIST 

Before insertion, draw an X on the same side of both cut ends when you cut elastic. 
Look for the X’s after inserting the elastic. If they’re still on the same side, you can be 
certain it is not twisted before you join the ends (not shown). 


STITCH A MULTIROW CASING 

Get the look of three individual rows of elastic. Four equally spaced rows of top- 
stitching complete the waist casing for one piece of elastic. The first row of stitching is 
% inch below the upper-casing fold. Make the second row % inch down from the first, 
and the third row % inch down from that. 


GIVE A BLAST OF STEAM 


To smooth out an elastic waistband, set the iron on high and let it develop a full 





head of steam. Hold the iron % inch above the casing, and give it a shot of steam; watch 
the elastic shrink to its original size. The gathered fabric also turns into parallel lines that 
lie flat (not shown). 





CONVERT TO A FACED WAIST | / 
Create a waist facing with a shaped piece of petersham, a special grosgrain ribbon. Iron Petersham 
and shape the ribbon to the contour of the pattern’s waistline. Staystitch the garment’s waist- 
line. Align the top edge of the shaped ribbon along the staystitching, and topstitch. Clip the 
garment’s seam allowance. Tack the ribbon down at the darts, seam allowances, and zipper. 





ways to finish fragile edges 


The trick to finishing fragile edges is to use methods that don’t change 
the nature of the fabric. 


HEM CHIFFON WITH A TWIN NEEDLE 

For a fluid hem, use a 2.0mm/8o twin needle 
with a five-groove pintuck foot. With the right side 
up, sew around the hemline. The foot causes the fab- 
ric to peak between the two rows of stitching. Fold 
along the peak, and press the hem allowance to the 
wrong side. Then stitch again from the right side. Sew 
with the right needle off the fabric’s edge and the left 
needle over the previous stitching. To finish, trim the 
hem allowance close to the stitching. 


FINISH A SEAM BY HAND 

A hand-sewn overcast stitch produces a weight- 
less, fluid edge, ideal for sheer fabrics. Use a long mil- 
liner’s needle, and work right to left (for right-handed 
folks). Anchor the thread, and bring the threaded nee- 
dle through from the wrong side. Insert the needle 
back in the fabric by rolling the point over the edge 
about %« inch away. The process looks like you’re mak- 
ing tiny circles in the air with your needle point. Each 
revolution creates a stitch and causes the raw edge to 
roll slightly to the underside. Load multiple stitches 
on a needle at a time. When the needle can no longer 





hold more fabric, pull the thread through. 


ROLL A NET EDGE 

For finishing net, 
machine-stitch a guideline 
to mark your hemline. Use a 
damp sponge to moisten your 
thumb and index finger. Roll the 
edge to the wrong side while 
you hand-sew it from the right 
side. (You won't prick your fin- 
gers this way.) You're stitching 
into the back of the roll instead 


of the single layer of net. 





ways to sew buttons effortlessly 


Whether sewing just one button or a wedding-dress dozen, 
these tricks speed the sewing and anchor the buttons securely. 


USE MULTIPLE THREADS IN ONE NEEDLE 

Thread four lengths of thread through one needle eye, 
and double the threads (for a total of eight). Knot the ends, 
and sew on the button. You only have to pass through the 
shank or the button’s hole once or twice to secure it. When 
buttons touch (as on a wedding dress), move to the next but- 
ton after attaching the first without breaking the threads. 


BACK YOUR BUTTON 

To distribute the fabric strain under a large button, use 
a flat backer button. Sew either button on first, or sew both 
on at the same time. Be sure to create a thread shank with the 
larger button;otherwise, the two buttons will hold the fabric 
so tightly that you won’t be able to button the garment. 





ways to lose the interfacing 


Interfacing provides invisible support. Here’s how to keep it from adding 
bulk to yourseams or showing through your garment. 


SOFT-FUSE NOW; BOND LATER iz 

Don’t permanently fuse interfacing before 
constructing your garment. Soft-fuse it toa 
facing by quickly touching the layers with your 
steam iron until they hold together but can still 
be easily separated. Sew your facing to the gar- 
ment. Gently separate the interfacing from the 





seam allowance, and trim it close to the seam- 
line. Permanently fuse the facing. 


GO SKIN-TONED 

When you're sewing a light- 
weight fabric, prevent your inter- ae 
facing from showing through the 
fabric.To do this, choose interfacing 
that is the same color as your skin, 
such as the samples at right. When it 
backs your facing, both the facing and 
the interfacing seem to disappear. 
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Photos: Scott Phillips 


ways to reduce seam allowances 


Bulky seam allowances are one of the leading perpetrators of unattractive seams and 
edges. Grading and clipping create smooth, flat seams. 


GRADE FACING ALLOWANCES 


Trimming seam allowances to stagger unfinished edges 






















is called grading. Grade seam allowances after the facing is sewn 
to the garment. The allowance closest to the outside should 
have the widest seam allowance. This buffers the shorter seam 
allowance and keeps the extra bulk from showing through as a 
ridge after you press. 


CLIP CURVES 

The small cuts you make through the 
seam allowance up to but not through the 
stitching line are called clips. Instead of 
clipping perpendicular to the seamline, clip 
on the bias. Aim the clips in opposite direc- 
tions. Clip as needed to keep a curved seam 
smooth. Gaps won't press through to the 
right side of the garment, and curved seams 
open out much flatter than they do with 
perpendicular clips. 


CLIP STRAIGHT EDGES 

Clip the seam allowances 
on long front edges about every 
4 inches. Again, clip each seam 
allowance separately, staggering 
clips on each layer. Cut diagonally 
on the bias and almost to the 
stitching line. This clipping allows 
the sewn edges to relax and prevents a 
drawn-up look, which often appears on long, 
vertical seams. 
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Sew lransparent: 


Sheer Prints 
Take Shape 


Create optical illusions by manipulating translucent fabrics 


BY FRED BLOEBAUM 


o discover the wonders of sheer-fabric manipula- 
tion, start with a sheer fabric and then create new 
prints for more exciting garments. You can change 
the shape of these fabrics by layering, tucking, 
pleating, gathering, or ruching. Make stripes into 
solids or plaids; make dots into stripes. Once you 
get the hang of it, use your new creations to rev up your gar- 
ment sewing. But first, you need to understand the benefits of 





the gossamer fibers. 


Sheer fabrics make lightweight layers 

Gossamer fibers are sturdier than their delicate appearance 
suggests. Organza, the fabric used in most of the garments 
shown in this article, is easy to sew. With lightweight sheer 
fabrics, you can overlay two or more fabrics without bulk. 
The see-through fabrics blend colors and double-expose 
graphic designs to transform the original material into some- 
thing magical. 

When two sheer fabrics of different colors are overlaid, a 
wonderful change occurs. The secret is in the transparent 
weave. It enables you to position the fabric grain in different 
directions and in multiple layers to create interesting geometric 


Vogue 8028 


designs. The excitement doesn't occur with just any print, you 
have to find the right ones. But once you get some practice, 
your imagination can run wild. 


Always audition your fabric 

When choosing fabrics, examine the effects created by multiple 
layers. Stand back and study the combination. Does the color 
change? Rotate the grain on one layer; a new design is sure to 
emerge. Reverse the order of the layers. This is especially impor- 
tant if you're combining two prints of different scales. 

After you've explored the visual possibilities of the fabric used 
in layers, manipulate it in your hands to discover other possi- 
bilities. For example, tuck or pleat out a specific stripe or color. 
Or scrunch up the fabric with your fingers to see what happens 
if you gather the fabric. 

Never again will you run from working with sheer prints. 
Once you see some of the exciting design possibilities these 
fabrics offer, you'll want to take them home and begin more 
experiments right away. 


Fred Bloebaum is a nationally known teacher, pattern designer, 
and author in Oakland, California. 
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TRANSFORM ST R PLAIDS WITH TUCKS OR OVERLAYS 






























TUCK STRIPES TO CHANGE COLOR 
Turn two stripes into a solid. Tucking out a particular 
color changes the look of the fabric. When the complete 
width of one color stripe is tucked out, the fabric 
appears to be a solid. If the width of the tuck is gradually 
narrowed (like a dart), the other-colored stripe tapers 
back into view. 

The dress on p. 54 (with ghosted image and insets at 


left) has tucks at the waist. These tucks concentrate the 

Tuck width, length, and p 
i 

alter the fabric colora 


color for a flattering waistline. 


Open stripes by releasing tucks. Partial tucks shape the 
garment and alter the appearance of the stripes. For 
. example, the tucks on the dress shown on p. 54 shape 
~ the waist and create a concen- 
@) reveal the original stripes. tration of color in that area. But 


\ 


when the tuck stitching ends 





abruptly as these do at the hip, 
the fabric and the stripes fan out 
and expand. 
When planning a garment with 
_ tucks at the waist or shoulder 
seam, measure the finished width 


of a sample tucked fabric. Then 
slash a, the pattern 
accordingly. Temporarily fold the 
tucks into the pattern tissue and 
thentrim the edges where the 
tucks begin (at the shoulder seam 
or center back). In this way, the 


ose keepsits original shape at — 





those seams. 





= ‘ _ Alternatively, pin the tucks into 
your fabric first, then place the pattern on top of the pre- | 
tucked material to cut } ol r fabric and guarantee correct _ 


tuck placement. — 4 


Tuck selectively to f , nsform one stripe into another. 
If a striped fabric h 
or more of the colors b 
Fold the fabric along t 
it to the edge of another color bar (the placement line). 


Stitch along the foldline from the wrong sideofthe 







more than two colors, remove one 
simply tucking out those colors. 
edge of one color bar, and bring 





fabric. This tucks out the colors that lie between the 
foldline and the placement line. 


Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Chrlstie McCabe Process photos: Scott Phillips. Stylist: Allison Berlin 
Earrings (p. $7): Dyanne Belle. DyanneBellecom. Shoes (p. $7); Bettye Muller Prelude, available at Well Heeled, Edwards, Colorado 
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A little fancy fingerwork can make striped sheer fabric into a solid or a plaid. 


a 



























Sew a double layer 
with grainlines 
perpendicular to 
make a striped 
organza into a plaid. 





Butterick 4231 


-Overlaying two sheer pieces offers a realm of possi- 
bilities for manipulating stripes. By positioning each 
layer in an opposite direction, either diagonally or at 
a 90-degree angle, you can create a plaid effect. This 
effect makes a perfect companion for the stripe fabric. 
The change works particularly well on garment 
sections that normally consist of a double 
layer of fabric, like collars, yokes, cuffs, and 
even covered buttons (as shown in the 
blouse above). 


It’s fun to make your own plaids, but it’s 
equally interesting to manipulate plaids 

or checks into stripes. Tucked or pleated, 
they create a new pattern or effect (see the 
samples below). When you overlay two plaid 
sheers, stand back and see what happens with 
the combination. You can also top a sheer plaid 
with a solid to mute the plaid design. Or combine a 
sheer plaid with a sheer stripe for interesting results. The dense black 
stripes on the dress 


: : ; bodice are formed 
Butterick 4514 / : from tucklike fins. 


The design possibilities are truly endless. 


1. Tuck out the dark stripe for a lighter effect. 
2. Tuck out the light stripe for a darker effect. 
3. Tuck out a portion of the dominant stripe 





to change the direction of the stripes. 
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SEW TRANSPARENT 


CONNECT THE DOTS Baste atine through a row of polka dots, and gather it into a stripe. 
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Polka dots in a large- 
and medium-size scale 
inspired this gathered 
silk chiffon top. 


' ‘ 
— *. 
& 


Before: flat polka dots ——» After: gathered into stripes 
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TURN DOTS INTO STRIPES 
Gather a polka-dot fabric until 
the dots run together to create 
a striped pattern. 
Sew a basting stitch across a row 
of polka dots, and pull the thread 
ends to bunch the dots and create a 
striped effect (see the bodice at left). 
Use a test fabric to find out how 
much fabric is needed to gather the 
polka dots until they form a stripe. 
Then use this measurement to slash 
and spread your pattern enough to 
enable you to cut your fabric and 
create the stripes. Or you can gather 
or “ruche” the fabric first, then 
place the pattern over the gathered 
fabric to cut it. 
Attach the ruched fabric to an 
under layer for support and to 
hold the gathered shape. Baste 
the ruched layer to the under 
layer around all outer edges. Tack 
occasionally from inside the gar- 
ment to secure. 


PLAY WITH LAYERS AND SCALE 
The easiest manipulation of all is 
layering various scale patterns to 
create wonderful shadow effects in 
your fabric. Play around with which 
layer looks better on top.A layering 
of large dots under small dots looks 
great in silk chiffon (not shown). If 
using this combination on a skirt, 
cut the under layer longer so that it 
peeks out at the hemline. 


Lets Be C] 


Learn these simple 
tips to keep your 
sheers lightweight 
and see-through 
BY FRED BLOEBAUM 


heer fabrics are usually not as fragile 

as they look, and sewing them is not 

difficult when you know the right tech- 
niques. The trick lies in sewing seams, edges, 
and hems that are lightweight, sturdy, and 
nearly invisible. 

To satisfy these demands, use a fine 
thread, such as 50- to 100-weight silk or cot- 
ton, a size 60/8 to 70/10 sharp needle, and a 
medium-short stitch length. This equipment 
produces a stitch that disappears into your 
fabric. Test your stitch on scrap fabric, and 
fine-tune the tension setting. 

I use taut sewing to stitch long seams in 
sheer fabric. Just hold the fabric firmly in 
front of and behind the presser foot as you 
sew. Don't pull the fabric; let the machine's 
feed dogs move the fabric under the presser 
foot. Every 6 inches or so, stop sewing, with 
the needle down, and lift the presser foot to 
release the tension in the fabric. Then lower 
the presser foot and resume sewing. This 
pause prevents rippled seams in your sheer 
garments and is especially helpful when sew- 
ing bias seams. The tools, tips, and methods 
described on the following pages will have 
you sewing sheer fabrics like a professional 
before you know it. 


continued >>> 





Sew visible seams minimally 


Whether you stitch with a reduced French seam or the double-stitched seam, 
follow these steps to make your see-through garments crystal clear. 


A French seam is actually two parallel 
seams. These directions work well for 
patterns that call for a %-inch seam 
allowance. An ultranarrow seam is 
the result. 


Position the two layers of fabric with 
wrong sides together. 


Stitch with a 4-inch seam allowance. 
Trim the seam allowance to about Ys inch. 
Press the seam toward one side. 


Fold the two layers along the seam with 
right sides together. Press the fold. 


Stitch % inch away from and parallel to 
the first seam to create a nearly invisible 
enclosed seam. 





Sewing angled or sharply curved seams 
is difficult with a French seam. This 
double-stitched seam works better 
when navigating sharp curves or angles 
on necklines or armholes and as a 
straight seam. 


With right sides together, stitch the seam, 
using the designated seam allowance. 


Then stitch a second time, %or% inch 
inside the seam allowance. Trim close to 
the second stitching. 


Although this technique results in a raw 
edge, the second row of stitching keeps 
the seam allowance from raveling. 
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Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Christie McCabe. Process photos: Scott Phillips 


Stylist: Allison Berlin, Red chiffon: Sew Smart Fabrics, §70-342-0503 


Keep hems narrow 


When the fabric is light and airy, choose either a rolled hem, a chiffon hem, or a zigzag hem to keep the edge from showing 
or weighing down the garment. Sheers look best with an unobtrusive hem. The hems shown below are all machine sewn. 


Narrow rolled hem 


A rolled hem is a double-fold hem, but the hem allowance is only % inch, so it 
looks almost like a roll. This technique finishes a sheer garment elegantly. 


1 Mark the hemline. 

2 Trim the hem allowance to % inch. 

3 Stitch around the garment % inch from the raw edge. 

4 Trim the hem allowance to % inch. 

5 Press the %-inch hem allowance along the stitched line to the inside. 
6 Roll the edge over once more. 


7 Edgestitch close to the inner fold from the right side of the garment. 





Narrow chiffon hem 


Even though there is a raw edge in the chiffon hem, the second stitching holds it close 
and prevents raveling. Use this technique to hem large, square scarves, as well as garments. 


1 Mark the hemline. 
2 Trim the hem allowance to % inch. 


3 Stitch on the hemline all the way around the garment. 


4 Press the hem allowance to the wrong side along the 
stitched hemline. 


5 Edgestitch again through all layers, close to the original 
hemline. 


6 Trim the excess hem allowance with appliqué scissors, 
close to the second row of stitching. 





Narrow zigzag hem 


The narrow zigzag hem works especially well on the bias. (Remember to hang 
your bias-cut sheer garment for 48 hours before hemming.) 


1 Mark the hemline. 5 Sewing from the right side of the fabric, 

begin stitching, allowing the needle to just 

catch the folded edge of the fabric when 

3 Press the hem allowance to the wrong side it swings to the right. Stitch all the way 
ofthe garment on the hemline. around the hem in this manner. 


2 Trim the hem allowance to % inch. 


4 Set your machine for a short, narrow zigzag 6 Trim away the excess hem allowance using 
stitch. (I test on a scrap to get the best appliqué scissors. 
stitch results.) 
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pr: | Update your favorite 
- __ vintage styles. 


= ag v Whether you like 


the look of the 1910s 





—— 
b 


ie (near left) or the 
19405 (far left), you 
"can design skirts that. 
“= — “Yeflect those styles— 
and are perfectly 


wearable today. 


Two Vintage [wists on 


One Classic Skirt 


Turn a straight-skirt pattern into period-inspired designs 


BY HEATHER CLAUS 


o you love vintage clothes? To get them, you don't 

have to scour antique shops or the Internet. It’s 

easy to add classy dressmaker details to con- 

temporary patterns and sew your own ‘vintage’ 

garments. If you've got a favorite, well-fitting 

straight-skirt pattern, I can show you how to 
transform it into two new skirts inspired by vintage styles 
with soft, draped details. The first design dates from 1915 and 
features a cowllike swoop at the hem. A late-1940s’ pencil 
skirt gains feminine curves with a front overlay that includes a 
gathered inset panel. These details are simple to add to a basic 
pattern and, once added, require just a few extra steps to sew. 
Youll just cut apart your pattern and reshape it to create the 
draped areas. 


Add draped accents for vintage style 
To make drapey, flowing details on a garment, you need to add 
fabric. For both skirts, I started with a style that has one front- 
waist dart per side and simply expanded sections to provide 
room for drape. Working with patterns this way is easy and 
intuitive. Imagine stretching the pattern in the places where 
you want to add a soft drape of fabric—that’s the idea behind 
the methods I show you here. 

To match the design changes you've made, you'll need to 
revise your sewing sequence. For these skirts, only the front 
of the pattern is changed, so I explain how to construct those. 
It's critical to make a muslin test garment of a design before 
moving to fashion fabric. It lets you work out any construc- 
tion issues, as well as confirm that your design changes haven't 
thrown off the fit of the skirt. 


J encourage you to try out one or both of these skirts. In 
addition to creating a brand-new design, you'll learn funda- 
mental patternmaking skills that you can use on all sorts of 
garments. Think about adding a cowl neckline to a blouse, a 
ladylike gathered peplum to a jacket, or a saronglike drape on 
a summer dress. Vintage garments offer lots of inspiration, and 
the more you play with your patterns, the easier you'll find it 
to spice up your current patterns. 


Heather Claus teaches online classes at SeeItSewIt.com. 
continued >>> 


DEVELOP GOOD 
PATTERNMAKING HABITS 


e Start with a pattern that you've fitted to your body. 


e Trace copies of original patterns, complete with all 
markings, such as grainline, darts, and notches. 


e Make full patterns of both right and left sides. 
e Remove all seam allowances. 


e Use rulers—straight or curved—to shape new 
seamlines and edges smoothly. 


e Make a muslin test garment to preview your pattern 
changes and practice construction techniques. 


e Take detailed notes during the design and 
construction process. 
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VINTAGE TWIST 


Belle Epoque elegance 


Long, narrow skirts with details at knee level and below 
were fashionable in the 1910s. This skirt features a hemline 
drape that joins a shaped center-front seam. To achieve this 
look, slash and spread the pattern front as shown here. 


Adapt the pattern 


Shape the center-front seam. 
Reshape the center-front line, and 
cut the pattern on this line. 


Prepare the 
right front. 
Interface the 
facing, and stitch 
it to the right 
skirt front, right 
sides together. 
Turn to the 
wrong side. 


Facing 
(wrong side up) 


Reinforce corner 
with small stitches. 


Gathering 
stitches 
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Slash to create the 
drape. On the left- 
front pattern, draw 
several lines echoing 
the shape of the 
desired drape. Cut 
along these lines 
from the center- 
front seam to—but 
not through—the 
side seam. 


Join the skirt 
fronts. On the 

left front, sew 

two rows of 
gathering stitches 
along the drape 
edge, and reinforce 
the inner corner 
with small stitches. 
Overlap the right 

| front over the left 
front. Draw up the 
gathers. Pin the 
fronts together, 
and topstitch 
through all layers. 


Drapey hemline 
details are 
reminiscent of 
the 1910s. Choose 
soft fabrics like 
wool crepe or 
four-ply silk for 
the best drape. 


Spread the pattern 
sections as shown. 
Using a curved ruler 
as a guide, drawa 
new, smooth 
seamline at center 
front.Add seam 
allowances to both 
front pattern pieces. 
Using the right-front 
pattern as a guide, 


wide facing to 
match its center- 
front seam. 


Belle Epoque 
elegance 


Fashion in the 1910s 
reflected two conflicting 
influences: the luxurious 
exoticism of designers like 
Paul Poiret and Fortuny, 
and the demands of World 
War I. The tailored skirt suit 
became the uniform for 
the new working woman, 
with hemlines at the 
ankle, corsets relaxed, and 
waistlines raised. But even 
practical clothes included 
features like draping, 
gathers, and trim. 


Photos: Scott Phillips. Itlustrations: Bob LaPointe 


Midcentury glamour 


Fitted skirts and curvy drapes combined in the late 1940s 
to create a tailored yet feminine silhouette. The gathered 
panel on this skirt falls from an asymmetrical overlay that’s 
layered over the skirt front. 


Adapt the pattern 


Draft the cascade. 
To draw the cascade 
upper edge, start 

2 to 3 inches below 
the left dart and 
extend a line 
through the right 
dart and 8 to 

10 inches beyond 
the right side seam. 
Drop a line at least 
8 inches long, and 
connect to the left 
hem corner. 


Left front 


— Right front 








Gathering | 
oe Prepare the overlay. 
Reinforce the inner 
corner of the overlay 
with small stitches. 
Finish the left and 
lower cascade edges 
as desired. Clip to the 
inner corner, and sew 
two rows of gathering 
stitches along the 
upper cascade edge. 













In the late 1940s, 
straight skirts gained 
lad ylike curves. 

Here, a gathered, 
asymmetrical overlay 
brings sophistication to 
an otherwise simple style. 


Create the overlay 
pattern. Cut along 

the upper extension 
edge. Close both front 
darts, and tape them in 
place. Trace the overlay 
pattern, and add seam 
allowances.Adda 
gathering mark on the 
waist portion of the 
overlay, 2 to 3 inches 
from the side seam. 


Baste 


Sew the overlay. Draw up the 
gathering stitches so that the 
cascade fits between the inner 
corner and the gathering mark 
on the waist portion. With right 
sides together, sew the gathered 
section to the waist section. 
Press under the remainder 

of the waist section’s seam 
allowance, and stitch it in place 
by machine or by hand. Baste 
the overlay to the skirt front, and 
treat the pieces as a unit forthe 
remainder ofthe construction. 


Skirt front 
_ (right side up) 


Midcentury 
glamour 


In the middle of the 20th century, fashion again 
responded to the demands of war. Shortages of 
materials led to rising hemlines (with skirts just barely 
covering the knee) and narrow skirt silhouettes. 

After the war, French couture staged a stylish revival. 


Christian Dior’s New Look debuted in 1947, heralding a 
return to femininity. The square shoulder was softened 
and rounded, the waistline cinched, and the bust 
defined. Skirts flared dramatically or snugly followed 
the line of the hip to establish an hourglass silhouette. 


OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2006 65 


Dentin | 
se Details 


Why pay designer prices when you can jazz up your own jeans? 


BY ANNA MAZUR 


live in jeans. ['ll bet you do, too. In 

our busy lives, they are the epitome 

of easy, comfortable dressing. But 
oftentimes, plain-Jane purchased denim 
just screams for unique embellishment. 
In the following pages, I show you how 
to add designer details that I've spotted 
on the runways: reverse appliqué with 
machine-embroidered patches, beading, 
ribbon embroidery, and stenciling. Each 
technique is easy to learn and can be 
accomplished in an afternoon. And best 
of all, a limited-edition pair of jeans— 
which sell for up to $3,000—can be 
yours at a fraction of the price. 


Follow simple design guidelines 
I've embellished many purchased jeans 
for myself and my teenage daughter, 
so I know that embellishment is based, 


First things first 


first and foremost, on personal taste. 
But whether you lean toward subtle and 
sophisticated or bold and daring, it’s 
always a good idea to first experiment 
with scale and placement on tracing 
paper. My favorite places to add embel- 
lishment are the waistband, back yoke, 
pockets, leg front, side seam, and hem- 
lines. For pleasing balance, I place embel- 
lishments in two or three areas, and for 
impact, I opt for asymmetrical designs. 

I also like to work within themes 
because I want my jeans to tell a story. 
Think of a subject that is special to you, 
perhaps an island theme or one based on 
a particular hobby. The topic you choose 
will guide you in shape and color selec- 
tion. And don't go too crazy with color. 
In my experience, three colors are more 
than enough (a ratio of 60-30-10 usually 


works well), but your theme may warrant 
a wilder palette. 


Practice makes perfect 

Once you have a plan in place, the actual 
embellishment is a cinch. As with any 
sewing project, the more you practice a 
technique, the better you will become 

at it. I keep a pair of old jeans around 
just for this purpose. You can also buy 
some inexpensive denim yardage to 
experiment with. After you start playing 
around with the four techniques 

I demonstrate, you ll discover many 
design opportunities and will start com- 
bining techniques for a fancy look that 
is truly your own. 


Anna Mazur is a Threads contributing 
editor, based in Avon, Connecticut. 


Ready-to-wear jeans can be awkward to embellish. The following prep work makes the job easier. 


ca) 


Wash the jeans three to five 
times to shrink completely. 
Use hot water to launder and 
high heat to dry. 


BR 


Remove the pockets and belt 
loops, if you need to embellish 
in those areas. Clip the threads 
with small, sharp scissors, or 
use a seam ripper. 
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3 Open the inner-leg seams so 
that you can lay the fabric flat. 
Toembellish any part of the 
legs, remove the stitches with 
a seam ripper. Press flat. 


continued >>> 
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Imagine your most | 
comfortable jeans, kicked % 
up a notch. Jo capture the 
latest trends, try beading, 
ribbon embroidery, and 
appliqued patches. 


DENIM DETAILS 


Go bold with 
appliqued patches 


Who doesn’t own or lovingly remember torn, 

frayed jeans? This reverse-appliqué technique 
gives you a similar look, but the torn areas are 
backed with machine-embroidered patches. 


Start with bold geometric embroidery. 


These white silk gazar patches were 
coffee-dyed to soften the look. 


YOU WILL NEED: 


® Machine-embroidered 
patches ° Strong thread 
° Tracing paper and e Stiff brush 


Hanstel penal © Washing machine 
° Sharp scissors 
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ie 


© Size 14 Metafil needle 





Trace the approximate size of 


1 Cut the window shape. 


the patch onto tracing paper; 


THE BEST TIPS FOR 
MACHINE EMBROIDERY 





ee BY JENNIFER STERN 
transfer to the jeans. Snip into : 
ie oe teouure sirepe, pen om” Here are a few tips to ensure smooth : 
% inch smaller than the line. g 
Place the patch behind the hole stitching should you decide to machine- E 
to make sure you see enough. embroider using hefty denim patches. g 
yor Ire Semin tt aesiveg: Embroidering small patches is easier than . 
embroidering directly on the jeans and 3 
Sew in an embroidered will give you a tone-on-tone look. , 
patch. Straight-stitch . : 5 
along the line, guiding the » Select a size 14 Metafil needle. : 
fabric with an awl. Reinforce » Use Sulky machine-embroidery thread g 
lupaniatnerrow opsuitening, tr or,for a crewel effect, 12-weight cotton. = 
desired. Stitching precision isn't ‘ , i 2 
artical ac the Isokis meant to ™ Place black thread in your bobbin. This i 
be rough around the edges. color blends into denim of any shade. : 
™ For denim with stretch, apply fusible 
cutaway stabilizer to the wrong side. : 
A | ilizeri y 
Flay the edgés. To induce nchora ayer of cutaway sai izerin 3 
fraying, clip the edges at your machine’s hoop. Spray with 505 bo 
regular intervals. Remove temporary adhesive spray. Then stickthe = & 


some of the threads by hand, 
then buff all edges with a stiff 
brush. To further fray, machine- 
wash at a low-water level and 
high agitation and machine-dry. 


denim onto the stabilizer right side up. 

» Avoid dense designs. They'll add more 
stiffness to already-thick denim. 

“Trim away as much stabilizer as possible 
to reduce stiffness. 

» If the embroidery still feels stiff, use a 


hammer to soften the stabilizer. 


§ page and on p. 67) 
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Styling credits 


Just bead it for dressy style 


Beads and denim are a lovely juxtaposition of fancy and casual. Because there 
are so many bead options, the design possibilities are endless. 


Assortment of beads 
Marking tools 

Hand-beading needle 
Needle grabber (JDR-BE.com) 


Nymo waxed nylon thread 
(FireMountainGems.com) 


Mark guide points. 

Draw a design on 

paper, then transfer 
only the minimal guide 
points to the jeans, 
using your preferred 
marking tool. 


Sew ona bead. 

Knot the thread, then 

bring the needle up 
to the right side of the 
denim. Gather a bead 
onto your needle, and 
stitch it to your fabric. To 
secure the bead, stitch 
through it again. 





-925-9817; bracelet—Julie Sandlau, available 


at Saks Fifth Avenue; necklace—Dyanne Belle, DyanneBelle.com; boots—Via Spigot Willing, available at Nordstrom's 


Knot frequently. 

After every three or 

so beads, knot your 
thread by passing the 
needle through the loop 
of the stitch. This prevents 
all of the beads from 
falling offif, by chance, 
one bead comes loose. 


Stick to three colors 

for sophisticated shine. 
Copper, pewter, and clear 
glass beads wind around 
one pocket and hem. 


Styling credits (this page and on p. 67): shirt—Byron Lars Beauty Mark, Runway, 212 
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DENIM DETAILS 


Embroider a ribbon bouquet 





Hand embroidering with ribbon is fast and easy. The ribbon also adds dimension and subtle shine. 
Start with simple straight stitches, then try fancier configurations by twisting or knotting the ribbon. 


































Make holes with an 

awl. Transfer only the 

guide points of your 
design, as described in 
step 10n p.69. Puncture 
heavy denim with an awl 
so that the ribbon can slip 
through the tight weave 
without becoming frayed 
or crushed. 


Simple needlework design 
Marking tools 

Awl and embroidery hoop 
Crewel needle 

Needle grabber (JDR-BE.com) 
Trolley needle (Clotilde.com) 





¥%- to 4-inch-wide silk or 
poly ribbons 





Lock the ribbon on 

the needle. Work 

with short lengths of 
fm ribbon. Thread the ribbon 
through the eye. Take a 
tiny stitch on one end, and 
pull the eye all the way to 
the stitched end. On the 
other end, knot the ribbon. 


™y Stitch, making sure 
=®& the ribbon lays flat. 
ww Bring the needle up 
tothe right side of the 
fabric, then down through 
another awl hole. Use the 
trolley needle, as shown, 
to keep the ribbon flat and 
straight. Knot to finish. 


Mimic nature with a spray of 
ribbon posies. Shell and stone 
beads add yet another dimension. 
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Styling credits (this page and on p. 67): necklace—Jessica Elliot, Jessica€lliot.com 








A little paint goes a long way 


For a quick, easy embellishment, 
turn to stencil paint. It smooths Fabric stencil paint (cream form) 
beautifully over denim. Stencils 


Stencil adhesive and masking tape 
Stencil brush 


lron 


Secure the stencil. Lay 

the denim on a flat, hard 

surface. Liberally apply 
adhesive to the wrong side 
ofthe stencil. Press firmly in 
place. Further secure with 
masking tape around 
the edges. The better you 
adhere the stencil, the 
easier the painting and the 
sharper the edges will be. 


Pounce the paint. 

Lightly load the stencil 

brush with paint. 
Pounce, or apply the paint 
over the stencil using a 
circular motion. Move from 
the outer edges of the 
stencil design toward the 
center, and work the color 
into the denim fibers. 


Set the paint witha 

hot iron. Gently pull 

the stencil straight 
up. Let the paint dry 24 to 
48 hours. Then place a 
pressing cloth over the 
design, and heat-set with 
a hot, dry iron. 


Styling credits (this page)- locket—Julie Sandiau, available at Saks Fifth Avenue; necklace—Dyanne Belle, DyanneBelle.com 





For a tone-on- 
tone runway 
look, use soft 
silver paint 

or a dark 
blue shade. 


Treat pockets and waistbands as mini 
canvases. You can paint them without 
removing the pocket or belt loops. 
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For a Great Fit. 


Start at the Shoulder 





Your shoulder slope affects the fit of every outfit, 
so alter patterns to match your body 


BY JUDITH NEUKAM AND CAROL FRESIA 


our shoulders are like a clothes hanger: Every 

top, jacket, and dress you put on hangs from 

them. If you want your clothes to look better 
on you than on a hanger, you need to perfect the fit 
in the shoulders. Basically, you need to match the 
garment’s shoulder slope to yours. 

The slope of the shoulders is the angle starting 
below your ear at the base of the neck to the shoul- 
der point—in other words, from where a short 
necklace would fall at the side of the neck to where 
youd like the seam of a set-in sleeve to lie. If your 
shoulders are more square or more slanted than the 
garment’s, you ll see evidence everywhere, from the 
neckline to the upper chest, the back, the sleeves, 
and even the hemline. 

In this article, we show you how to pinpoint your 
shoulder-slope problems and to trace the silhou- 
ette of your body to make a master template of the 


shoulder area. We then demonstrate how to use the 
shoulder template to alter garment patterns. 


Shoulders can be square or sloped 
If your garments lie flat around theneckand hang 
smoothly over the top of the shoulder and the upper 
chest and back with no wrinkles or pulling, the slope 
of the pattern probably matches your shoulder shape 
well. For many of us, though, a standard pattern 
droops or pulls, creating wrinkles wed rather not see. 
Fitting problems are usually caused by either square 
or sloped shoulders. Learn how to read those wrinkles 
and diagnose your shoulder-slope fitting issues on 
p. 74. And don't forget to make adjustments to both 
the back and front pieces of your pattern (pp. 76-77). 
On square-shouldered figures, a garment’s neck- 
line may stand away from the base of the neck at 
the back and sides. The upper torso may display 
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Diagnose shoulder-slope 
fitting problems 


Folds, wrinkles, and drag lines in the upper bodice hint strongly that 
the slope in the pattern is wrong for your shoulders. Put on an existing 
top that’s your size, and assess the fit. 


Square shoulders 

A relatively high shoulder point scoots the armscye up, leaving the shoulder 
seam and neckline unsupported. Thus, the neckline stands away from the 
neck or horizontal wrinkles form across the upper torso in front or back. 





Sloping shoulders 

When the shoulder point is low, the armscye might droop or gape on top 
and be tight under the arm. Tightness under the arm may cause diagonal 
wrinkles to form from the neckline to the armscye. 
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horizontal wrinkles across the collarbone 
region and just below the back neck. 

On slope-shouldered figures, you're 
likely to observe vertical wrinkles and 
drooping from the outer end of the 
shoulder down the sides of the torso, or 
diagonal wrinkles from the neckline to 
the armscye. Looseness at the shoulder 
seam, or an armscye that stands away 
from the shoulder point, is another tell- 
tale sign of sloping shoulders. 


t ¢ _ Check your work 


3. Once you've corrected 
the shoulder slope of a 
garment, make a test 
garment to check the fit 
of the new shoulder area. 


Special shoulder issues 
Asymmetrical wrinkles suggest uneven 
shoulders. Many of us have one “normal” 
shoulder and one that’s more sloped 
or square. If this is the case for you, 
you ll need to fit the right and left sides 
of your garments independently. In 
most cases, we suggest fitting for the 
higher shoulder and padding the lower 
shoulder to match. 

Shoulder wrinkles can be confusing— 
they sometimes mimic the symptoms 
of a fitting problem in the neck, sleeve, 
back, or bust. But we promise that by 
correcting the shoulder slope on your 
garments first, you'll solve other appar- 
ent fitting issues at the same time. That's 
a burden no one minds shouldering. 


Judith Neukam and Carol Fresia are 
associate editors at Threads. 


ON THE WEB 


Learn to trace your shoulder slope at 
ThreadsMagazine.com. 
UMMM LL TLLMMMM SALAM AAI ddd ddd 
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Find your | YOU WILL 
| NEED: 
shoulder slope, 


* a large piece 
of paper (at least 


then use it oot ite by 


4 feet high) 


Determining your shoulder slope is as ma pencil 
easy as tracing your silhouette onto a = markers 
sheet of paper—and you'll have an = a friend 
instant, custom-fitting tool. Enlist a 


friend to help. 


Prepare the paper 


Draw a line down the center of the paper, 
which will be perpendicular to the floor. Hang 
the paper on a wall so that the upper edge is 
a few inches above the topofyour head. 


Stand against a wall 


Wear a tight-fitting top or underwear. 
Stand with your back against the paper, your 
feet slightly parted, and your arms hanging 
naturally at your sides. Align your body so 
that the line is centered at the top of your 
head and between your legs. 





Trace your shape 


Enlist a friend to trace your torso. To 
establish the outline of the figure, have her 
keep the pencil perpendicular to the wall 

(for clarity, we had our model slant her pencil 
in the photo) along the side of the body and 
draw around the body. For a shoulder-slope 
tracing, trace from the waist up, including the 
sides of the neck. Don't worry if the pencil 
line looks a little wobbly. Step away from the 
paper and draw over the pencil line with a 
marker, smoothing out small bumps in the 
original tracing. 


Have a friend draw your outline, from neck to waist (above). This silhouette 
becomes a shoulder template you can use to assess—and correct—the slope 
of garment patterns (below). 





Use the tracing as 
a shoulder template 


Remove the tracing from the wall, and lay 
it out ona table. Lay your garment pattern 
over the tracing, aligning the center front 

or center back along the vertical line and 
matching the neckline end of the shoulder 
seamline to the drawing. Compare the 
pattern’s shoulder slope with yours. You'll see 
instantly whether you need to raise or lower 
the outer end of the shoulder seam. Here, 
the pattern’s seamline slopes at a noticeably 
steeper angle than the shoulder line. 


1 
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— 
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FOR SQUARE SHOULDERS, ANGLE UP 


Square shoulders need a seam that slants less steeply from the neck to the shoulder point than it does on the pattern piece. 






















Make an Lslash for set-in sleeves. 


A. Cut around the armscye as shown at left, keeping the 
vertical cut parallel to the grainline and the horizontal 
cut perpendicular to it. 


Raise armscye. 


B. Slide the armscye section up as needed to meet 
the shoulder point on your shoulder template. Tape 
into position. 


C. True the shoulder seamline by connecting the 
ends with a straight line. 





Reshape 
snoulder seam 


Increase the shoulder shaping in cut-on sleeves. 


Even if a cut-on, or kimono, sleeve has enough ease 
to accommodate a square shoulder, it can pull 
uncomfortably if the shoulder shaping is too shallow. 


A. To fix this, lay the bodice section of patterns 
with cut-on sleeves over your shoulder template, 
aligning center fronts. 


B. Redraw the shoulder seam to follow your 
shoulder line. 





Redraw 
shoulder seam. 


Work from the center front or center back 
to adjust raglan sleeves. 


A. Lay the garment-front pattern over your 
shoulder template, aligning center-front or 
center-back lines. 


B.Lay the raglan-sleeve pattern out, aligning 
the upper raglan notches. 


C. Redraw the shoulder seam to add room for a 
square shoulder. 
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FOR SLOPED SHOULDERS, ANGLE DOWN 


Sloped shoulders need a seam that slants more steeply from the neck to the shoulder point than it does on the pattern piece. 







1 Make an L slash for set-in sleeves. 


A. Cut around the armscye as shown at 
left, keeping the vertical cut parallel to 
the grainline and the horizontal cut 

perpendicular to it. 


Lower armscye. 


B. Slide the armscye section down as 
needed to meet the shoulder point on your 
shoulder template. Tape into position. 


C. True the shoulder seamline by connecting 
the ends with a straight line. 







Reshape 
snoulder seam 


Minimize the shoulder shaping in cut-on sleeves. 


With sloped shoulders, too much of a curve in the upper sleeve 
seam of a cut-on sleeve can lead to unattractive folds of fabric. 





A.Solve the problem by laying the bodice section over your 
shoulder template, aligning center fronts. 


B. Redraw the shoulder seam to follow your shoulder line. 


Redraw 
shoulder seam Ya 





Work from the center front or center back 
to adjust raglan sleeves. 


A. Lay the garment-front pattern over your 
shoulder template, aligning center-front or 
center-back lines. 





B. Lay out the raglan-sleeve pattern, aligning 
the upper raglan notches. 





C. Redraw the shoulder seam to reduce the 
shoulder ease. 
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BY SUSAN KESLER-SIMPSON 


Topstitching adorns a felted jacket 


An Art Deco-inspired trim finishes and decorates this 
elegant wool jacket in one simple process 


The contrasting 
backing (as seen 
here from the 
wrong side) adds 
depth to the thread- 
etched design. 
(original design) 
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simple jacket pattern, easy-to-finish felted wool, and an 

Art Deco-inspired design are the ingredients of a perfect 

jacket. I love the comfort and ease of felted wool in the 
wearing and the sewing. 

With some experimenting, I discovered that I can follow tra- 
ditional Art Deco designs with topstitching through two layers 
of felt. The topstitching stabilizes the edges. The two layers 
allow me to use a contrasting felt as facing. 


TO GET STARTED, FELT THINGS FIRST 
Using a nonraveling fabric is key to a successful project. Felted 
wool flannel keeps softness and drapability without raveling. It 
also gives each garment richness and depth. You can buy felted 
wool or use Melton coating fabric for this technique, or you 
can felt your own wool. 
I felted 100 percent wool flannel by machine washing the 

fabric with agitated hot water, followed by a cold rinse and 

hot machine drying. If it doesn’t felt the first time, repeat the 

washing and drying until it does. 


THEN PICK A PATTERN 
Choose a jacket pattern with simple lines. To keep the 
emphasis on the motif and to simplify the process, start 
with a jacket without lapels or darts. Cut the facings from 
contrasting felted wool. I used the same contrasting wool 


ornee 
ppe eas F 


_ 


, 
to back all of my stitched embellish- TRANSFER THE MOTIFS 
ments. Postpone cutting your facings Once you ve selected your jacket pattern 
until after you've set up your design and motifs, you need to fit the two to 
placement to make sure every bit each other. Enlarge or reduce the images 
of stitching has a felt backing. You RE on a photocopier, fitting the motifs to 


might have to reshape the facing. the garment’s space and shape and 


establishing a pleasing scale. 





FIND YOUR ART DECO MOTIFS After you've planned the design, 


The Art Deco period, a modern BO eres trace it on a sew-through tear-away 
decorative-art style of the 1920s tracing paper such as Golden Threads 
and 1930s, influenced architecture, Quilting Paper (GoldenThreads.com). 
fashion, jewelry, and graphic design. Characterized by a strong You can now finish cutting the facings and backing to fit your 
emphasis on line and geometric shapes, it is a perfect source completed design. Leave extra fabric around the edges, just in 
for designs that fit within a garment’s structure. You can find case; you can trim the excess after you've sewn. 

Art Deco images in art books at the library or in clip-art books 

from the bookstore. Susan Kesler-Simpson creates designs in Danville, Pennsylvania. 


Stitch the design, and finish the jacket 





The most excitement happens while watching the design USE CONTRASTING THREAD 

appear as you stitch.Sew the major motifs before assem- Stitching through two layers of felted wool 
bling the jacket. Sew the facings with wrong sides together, and using a contrasting facing and thread 
and decorate the edges after sewing the jacket together. highlights the design and gives the motifs 


depth. A walking foot provides the best control 
POSITION THE BACKING for even stitches. Use seam guides for sewing the concentric 
Pin the backing felt to the fashion lines around the edges after the jacket is assembled. 
fabric, with wrong sides together. 


Position and pin the traced tissue § TRIM THE EDGES AND DESIGNS 









on the right side of the garment After you’ve sewn the embellishment, assembled the 
piece. Sew along the traced jacket, and sewn around the perimeter, trim off the 
design through the tissue. These seam allowances around the edges. Finally, cut away 
stitches secure the facing to the select portions of the outer wool fabric to reveal the 
garment. Tear away the tissue. Cut contrasting wool facing underneath. Again, because 
off the seam allowances around the felted wool has minimal raveling, when the double layers 
edges after you finish sewing your jacket. are combined with stitches the edges preserve their integrity. 
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READERS’ QUESTIONS— 
EXPERTS’ ANSWERS 


More couture tips 


O | love Susan Khalje’s 
<_ green silk shell featured 
in the Master Class piece in 
issue no.125. The detailed photo- 
graphs were great. | want to 
make one just like it, but | have 
a question: How does Susan 
suggest we deal with the hem 
and the zipper? 

—Pearl, via email 


Catchstitch 







Slipstitch 


Jump pleat 


What to do with woolly nylon 


O | recently bought some 
=<_ woolly nylon thread to 

use with the new mesh knits 

that are all the rage.Even with 

the smallest needles, this thread 

mangled the fabric. 1 can’t find 

any information about how to 

sew with it—or how to work 

with those mesh knits. 

—Alison Hyde, via email 
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Judith Neukam, 

associate editor at 
Threads, replies: Woolly nylon 
is a stretchy, textured thread 
used mainly for serging. It’s 
especially effective on rolled 
hems when threaded through 
one or both of the loopers. 
Its soft crimp fills in the 
stitching, and its stretch- 


Susan Khalje, Threads 
contributing editor, 
offers this addendum: The 
shell’s fashion fabric is raw 
silk woven in a herringbone 
pattern. The underlining is silk 
organza, and the lining is silk 


crepe de chine. I handpicked 
the zipper (see “25 Ways to 
Achieve Sewing Zen” on p. 47) 


ability increases the tension 
beyond the normal settings— 
resulting in a smooth, nicely 
covered edge. 

It’s possible to use woolly 
nylon when sewing knits on 
your regular sewing machine, 
but for best results, use it 
in the bobbin (hand-wind) 
rather than the needle. 


and turned up the hem the 
standard 2 inches, sewing it 

to only the underlining using 

a catchstitch. The hem ofthe 
lining forms a jump pleat that 
falls about an inch above the 
lower edge of the shell and 

is sewn to the fashion fabric, 
under the pleat, with small 
slipstitches or a running stitch. 


Woolly polyester thread is 
now available, too, and it’s 
not as heat sensitive as nylon. 
For some great tips on work- 
ing with those mesh knits, 
check Threads issue no. 123, 
p. 50, for Shannon Gifford’s 
article, “Sew Sweater Knits 
with Confidence.” 


continued >>?P 









Save $799 on » 
the Koala Sewing 
Studio of your 
Cre aM and get the 


Koala CraftCenter Pro Cutting/ 
Work Table for half price! 


“7 










Open: H: 29 '/4” x W: 93 44” x D: 79/4” 
Closed: H: 29 7/3” x W: 46 '/2” x D: 22” 





50% off the Koal 
pp eee 50% eraaCenter Pro j 


when ordered 


Koala SewMate III Studio Package Bonus O rf withthe Koala 


Surround yourself with the wide open spaces of the Koala Ofter 
Sew Mate [II and its two-point moveable workstation extension. ShifiGentavibociciiees 
FREE ($300 value) 

Sew Mate III 1995 ae shiogad with 

‘ t t 
Koala SewComfort Chair 249 a i oe 
Shipping: icludes delivery into your sewing space, set-up and removal of packaging 300 
Total Regular Retail Price 2544 





Your Special Studio Price 31745 ott os 





Regular $1295 
| mat $79 
FREE 
Thread & Notions Gift Box 
$210 value 
Colors and Finishes 4! Acala Cabinets come fully assembled wi h no exposed “Koala Cabinets give me the space, the storage, 
edges, beautifully finished front to back, inside and out. and the style I want in my own dream sewing studio.” 


a | Nancy Zieman, PBS host of “Sewing with Nancy.” 
9 e ¢ 
: N Not 
Walnut Teak gS Bauttic Pires ancys O 10ns 
. j ; sche www.nancysnotions.com 
pag) | clot | Ini Call 1-800-833-0690 
Traditional Oak & Beechwood Bleached Oak White & Key L___ Give $C#069532-5557 select finish | Wy. Nanev’s Promise... 


SS Satisfaction: Guaranteed 








Cutting mat and deluxe machine insert not included, but can be purchased separately READER SERVICE NO. 122 Continental US shipments only. Limited time offer. 
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Send it to us, and we'll find 
an expert’s answer. 

Threads O&A 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 

ThreadsO &A@Taunton.com 


Keep on truckin’ 


After 30 years as an 





~ accounta nt, I’ve changed 
careers and am now a long-haul 
trucker. | always take Threads 
with me on the road, but I’m 
looking fora sewing machine 

| can take along, as well. | need 
a machine that will run off an 
inverter that plugs into a ciga- 
rette lighter. I'd like to use it to 
repair my clothes and do some 
quilting, too. 

—Teresa Hering, via email 


Sara Snuggerud, owner 

of Heirloom Creations 
(a quilting-supply store and 
sewing-machine dealer in 
South Dakota), replies: 


ls your fabric railroaded? 


O Can someone at Threads 
tell me what “railroaded” 
eae 


fabric is? 
—Helen Dozier, via email 


Mary Ray, Threads con- 

tributing editor, replies: 
“Railroaded” is a term that 
applies mostly to decorator 
fabrics. It means the design, 
or pattern, on the fabric 
runs sideways on the roll— 
perpendicular to the selvage. 
This pattern layout allows 
you to eliminate seams when 
upholstering the backs of 
sofas, for example. Its 
converse term is “up the 
roll”—when the pattern runs 
parallel to selvage—which is 
more desirable for draperies. 
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“Railroaded” 


Ten-four to all the truckers 
who love to sew! 

Most home sewing ma- 
chines take about 1 amp 
of power to run. A 300-watt, 
or higher, inverter is strong 
enough to run a l-amp 
sewing machine. And an 
embroidery machine needs 
about 1'4 amps. 

When you shop for a 
sewing machine, take along 
a sampling of some of your 
own fabrics to test how it 
will sew. Test the penetration 


power of the machine on 
thick fabrics by sewing at 
both a slow and a fast speed. 
If the machine has the same 


Selvage 


Selvage 


“sound” sewing through 
heavy layers at a slow speed 
as it does with higher speeds, 
then the machine has the 
stronger penetration power 
usually found with DC 
(direct-current) motors. 

By the way, if you plan to 
use an iron, too, please note 
that a standard iron will 
draw 8 to 15 amps of power 
and require a much higher 
watt inverter. You might 
want to consider the Mini 
Clover Iron that only requires 
20 watts of power. It’s perfect 
for quilting, although it may 
not be hot enough for ironing 
bulky fabrics. 


Iustrations: Carol Ruzicka 


Think creative, think EQ! Check 
out these unique products for 
Gremng: quinn: and more: 


¢ Printable Inkjet 
Fabric 

* Printable Peel 
and Stick Fabric 


Free Catalog! 
www.electricquilt.com 


1 HE EL IL i C 
sales@electricquilt.com 


| QUIT re) LL 1-800-356-4219 
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Sewing & Craft Supplies 
incredible selection 
thread ~ lace & trims ~ buttons 
quilting ~ knitting ~ dolls 
uniaug notions & poe for crafting 


www.homesew.com, 
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Online Sewing Clasaes 


Click, andletthe experts | 
(Susan Khalje, Kenneth King & others) 
teach you basic & advanced skills. 
Download a FREE lesson today! 

LOG ON FOR REVIEWS, DISCUSSIONS & ARTICLES 
ON PATTERNS, MACHINES, NOTIONS, AND MORE. 





PatternReview.com 
Helping You SEW SMARTER - every day! 
READER SERVICE NO. 184 


LABELS & TAGS a 


NOVEM Bf RRINTED BHanctacs 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


24 HOUR SERVICE ON ALPHACARE 


Visit our Web Site! 


www.alphaimpressions.com 


| Olipra | . 
Tel (BOO) H44-B2 21 « (324) 254-822 
= , wee | ce 











iO} TVG Oy pe) y 
No, 527.0 
Two Styles Included 


Key E $ HI rn N NSE E| 

E S NY 
$/4 plus $4 sih 

» CA residents add 7.25% tax 
Visa/MC Checks 


PO. Box 14230 
Seasicge, CA ¥3955 
668.554.L0ES 
FAX 831,464,145] 
www. loeshinsedesign.com 





machine sabiaidery 

supplies, fine linens, 

& free embroidery 
designs 


e 
ba r 
ha ore 
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Our Dartoaets haces! 
Sawyer Brook Distinctive Fabrics 


$5.00 swatch offer! PO Box 1800T 
800.290.2739 Clinton MA 01510 


sawyerbrook.com 


READER SERVICE NO. 74 





creativiestival 
world's largest eventof its kind! 


october 19, 20,21 & 22, 06 


metro toronto convention centre 
south building 





thu 12noon to 8pm fri 10am to 8pm 
sat 10am to 6pm sun 10am to 4pm 
classes start wednesday 


adult $15 ($12 advance) youth (8-17) $4 
senior (60+) $12 ($10 in advance) 
conference classes extra 


ideas, solutions, supplies & 
techniques for... 


beading . crafting . crochet . embroidery 
embellishments . knitting . quilting 
scrapbooking . serging . sewing 

surface design . diy decorating and more! 


over /00 exhibits . how-to demos 

industry trends . fashion & style shows 
stage shows by celebrity & industry experts 
make & takes . decorating & design ideas 
inspiring displays . shopping & more 


_chance.to win 


10,000 prarr 


creative sewing studio 


over 300 conference classes 
half & full day sessions with internationaily 
acclaimed artists & designers such as... 


Debbie Bates (dimensional threadwork) 
Lily Chin (signature knitting) 

William Hodge (beading) 

Linda MacPhee (wearable art) 

Teresa Wentzler (needlework) 

Christe? Wille (millinery) 

Robert Wylie (fit and embellishments) 
Claudine Pouliot (body map) 


“New” designer techniques 
workshop with all 4 designers... 


Kathryn Brenne 

Ron Collins D 
Kenneth King 

Sandra Betzina 


1.800.291.2030 | www.csnf.com 
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DISCOVER THREADAR 
AND SAVE! 


Cotton Thread $1.99/1100 yds 


Machine Embroidery Thread $1.65/1100 yds 





4m Silk Ribbon $2.99/10 yds 


ee 


( 
We offer a huge variety Ofthreads and ‘othér great items at 


wholesale prices for everyone. Our wide selection includes: 


machine embroidery . quilting . metallics . wooly nylon 
multicolors . bobbins . ribbon . yarn . fabric . stabilizer 
and much more!! 


Shop online at www.threadart.com 


customerservice@threadart.com ph - 800-504-6867 
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SILK 


Lowest prices. Same day shipping. 
The finest quality silks & cottons. 
100,000 square yards of inventory. 
(800) 442.0455 or www.silkconnection.com 
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@ 
"The truly portable sewing table” 9 EC W better. 
¢ Correct height | © Custom fitted to your sewing machine 

e Extremely sturdy © Take it to class, retreats, on vacation 


e Very lightweight — © Easily converts to a light table 
e Folds flat e Very affordable 


Exclusively in the U.S 


1.760.377.5378 
WWW.Seweziusa.com 


a 
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Home Décor, Fitness, Nature, Art, 
Fiction, Travel - 67 Subject Areas. 
Free Catalog: 1-800-677-3483 
Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller 
2130 Oak, Falls Village, CT 06031 
www.erhbooks.com/gmn 
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en’s Sewinge 
Kor, Vacuum ibs 


“The best products at the best prices!” ~ 





3900 Designs 
for your Embroidery Machine 
for only $49 





er nici For more info on this p oduct visit 
Computerized Si nger CE-100 gayww.KensSewingCenter.com 
for only $495 , , 


La) 
my Ly or lig 
Authorized Singer | eres —_ 


dealer for 38 years! — Computerized 7422FS 
i | Singer for only $149 
Other Singer machines starting at $99... 


Nothing says Christmas like a Singer!!! 
Shop from the comfort of your computer and we will make sure 
that you get the items from your Christmas list under your tree! 


Coming Soon.... 


The New Singer Inspiration Sewing Machine 


912 East 2nd St. ~ Muscle Shoals, AL 35661 
Call: 1-256-381-0161 or 1-877-536-7739 (1-877-KENSSEW) 
Shop online with us at: http://www.KensSewingCenter.com 
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‘CTo Mey ilit=m ce) melaole| tre am 
information 


- Save up 
to 80%! 

e Sewing 

e Quilting 

¢ Crafts 
and more! 


Find our advertisers’ web sites 
quickly and easily on 
our online Advertiser Index at 


threadsmagazine.com 





Don’t miss this! 


Fabulous kids fashion magazine 
with 40 trendy and fun to sew patterns! 


Available also! 


A fabulous, fresh and inspiring 


special issue OTTOBRE woman — 
Patterns for both small and plus-size women — 


www.ottobrec =” ie =e; 
PATTERNS INSTRUCTIONS STYLE FASHION QUALITY FROM FINLAND 


On our website you can browse through all issues, SUBSCRIBE to your own 
| magazine and print out FREE PATTERNS! SIZES 0-15 years / 62-170 cm 
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Just knock it 


Copy details from your favorite 
clothes without taking them apart 


hen you open your closet door each morn- 

ing, chances are you turn, time and time 

again, to favorite ready-to-wear garments. 
The fit, style, or some fabulous detail speaks to you. 
In this article, I show you how to recreate three 
popular details that, for various reasons, are chal- 
lenging to copy from existing garments. With this 
step-by-step guide in your corner, you can duplicate 
a great-fitting sleeve, a dart, and gathers, using your 
beloved garments as your pattern guide. And here's 
the best part: You can do so without removing a 
single stitch. 


ALWAYS MAINTAIN THE GRAINLINE 

The first step in each of these three copying tech- 
niques is determining the grainline. There are three 
ways to do this, depending on the location of the 
detail. First, for garment areas with a straight center- 
front or center-back opening, simply use the straight 
line of the opening as your lengthwise grain. If the 
front or back area is a symmetrical piece, fold the 


GRIDDED INTERFACING 
SIMPLIFIES PATTERN WORK 


Tru-Grid by Pellon (JoAnn.com) is a non- 
woven, nonfusible interfacing printed with 

a 1-inch-square grid. The blue gridlines make 
it easy to maintain grainlines and are an also 


an excellent way to verify lengths and widths. 


The product is soft like fabric, so you can mold 


it as needed; it doesn’t tear like paper. Unlike 
fabric, however, Tru-Grid does not stretch in 
any direction, making it great for this type 


of patternmaking. 





BY MARY McCARTHY MASTER CLASS 
| | 


in 








NOTE: For photography 
purposes, we exaggerated 
the color of the gridlines. 
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MASTER CLASS 


continued 


Reproduce a dart 


Darts must be copied before the side seams, hem, and armhole. The process described 
below works for any type of dart, as well as pleats. 


2 Measure the dart width. Using 
a ruler ortape measure, measure 
the width at various intervals. 
Double each measurement. Mark 
these measurements out from the 
traced stitchline. Connect using 
dots or dashes. 


Center front 


86 THREADS 


1 


tad 


Pin along the stitches, and draw the 
first stitchline. As you pin, push the 
dart allowance away from the center 
front. Flip the unpinned portion of 


the garment back, and trace the 
stitchline using dots or dashes. Draw 
an X at the dart point. 





Pinch out the dart on the Tru-Grid. 
Remove the dart pins only. Pinch 

the dart closed, aligning the dashed 
lines, and pin flat. Finger-press a 
sharp crease. Trace off the remaining 
seams, then add seam allowances 
all around. 


TIP: Use graphite or blue marking 
pencils. Always work on a flat, 
hard—yet pinnable—surface, 

like foam-core board. You can pin 
directly into the board or pin only 

to the Tru-Grid; it’s your choice. And 
use a sharp, nondisappearing pencil. 


Should you accidentally brush up 
against it, the mark won't bleed 
through the Tru-Grid and damage 
your garment. 





piece in half, matching the side seams 
exactly; the foldline is the lengthwise 
grain. Second, if the garment area is 
asymmetrical, closely inspect the fabric 
to determine the grain; in a lengthwise 
print, such as a stripe or plaid, the grain 
runs parallel to the print. Third, study the 


weave, and follow along a lengthwise yarn. 


There are also a few pattern guidelines 
that will help your grainline hunt. The 
center-front seam should be on grain at 
the waist. The fold of a vertical dart or 
pleat is also usually on grain. Once you 
have determined grainline, Tru-Grid 
interfacing (see the sidebar on p. 85) 
will help you maintain it during the 
tracing-off steps. 


ISOLATE ONE AREA BY PINNING 
ASIDE THE REST OF THE GARMENT 
Besides Tru-Grid interfacing, fine, sharp 
pins are the secret to knocking off a pat- 
tern detail successfully without damag- 
ing your garment. I use them to pin aside 
any parts of the garment that get in the 
way of copying a certain detail. If, for 
instance, you aim to trace off a dart in 
the center front, pin up the sleeves and 
collar and pin the back section out of the 
way. As you can see on this page and the 
following two pages, | also use pins to 
secure stitchlines onto the Tru-Grid and 
to smooth out surrounding areas. 

If you follow my pinning sequence, 
the actual tracing is a cinch. Please 
note that I trace stitchlines with dots or 
dashes. I suggest that you do so, as well. 
It will enable you to work quickly. And 
then, when you remove the garment and 
press the Tru-Grid flat, all you need to 
do is go over the dots or dashes with a 
straight or curved ruler to get perfectly 
smooth lines. Then add seam allowances 
as needed. With your pattern complete, 
you ll be ready to reproduce, to your 
heart's content, the sleeve, dart, or gath- 
ers in any fabric you desire. 


Mary McCarthy (MaryMcCarthy.net) is 


a custom clothier and author of Copy It! 
Duplicate Your Favorite Clothes. 


Photos: Scott Phillips 


Duplicate a sleeve 


Sleeves should be treated differently. They’re a cylindrical shape and can’t be laid flat. 
Be sure to figure out how much ease is included in the sleeve cap. 






Start witha 
sieeve WNOse 


fit you love 





1 To find the grainline, press the 
sleeve in half. With the right side out, 
flatten, placing the fold opposite the 

underarm seam. Press along the fold. 


2 Draw a line on the Tru-Grid. Using a 
ruler and following a gridline, draw a 
line 2 inches longer than the sleeve 
length. This is your center grainline. 


Center foldline 























5 Continue the dashed line to the 
vertical foldline. As you approach the 
fold, the sleeve may pull away from the 
vertical grainline. Continue marking 
the stitchline to the center grainline 
as shown.The gap between the sleeve 
and grainline is the ease. 


4 Trace the sleeve curve. Fold the rest 
of the garment back to expose the 
sleeve curve. Use your fingers to 
flatten the curve from the underarm 
seam up to the cap. As you proceed 
along the curve, trace the stitchline 
using dotted lines. 


Pin down and draw the underarm 
seam. Align the sleeve's fold along 
the center grainline. Pin in place. 
Smooth the rest of the sleeve toward 
the underarm seam, and hem. Pin 
along the stitches. Trace the underarm 
seamline and hemline as shown. 




















Repeat the process on the other 
sleeve half. This is because the curve 
is different on the front and back. 
Unpin the sleeve, and flip over with- 
out disturbing the pressed center 
fold. Repeat steps 1 through 5. 


Add notches. Draw a single notch 
at the underarm curve of the sleeve 
front. Draw a double notch at the 
curve of the back. Mark an X at the top 
where the shoulder seam intersects. 
Add seam allowances. 







continued >>> 


MASTER CLASS 


continued 


Trace off gathers 


The challenge of gathers is to determine the width of the gathered area without gathers. 
Here, | demonstrate the process on a skirt with an elastic waist. To start, press the skirt in half 
at center front and center back. Pin-mark the pressed center folds at the top of the gathers. 






Start with a comfy, 
bulk-free elastic waist. 


1 Measure the width of the front and 
back from center to side seam. With 
the front facing up and the center-front 
pin at the edge of a tape measure, 
stretch the waistband flat to measure 
the front waist. Repeat for the back. 





4 Trace the side seam. Smooth and 
stretch the skirt to the side seam. Trace. 
Mark the selvage “Cut on Fold.” Add 
seam allowances. Repeat all for the 
back. NOTE: Side seams on gathered 
skirts or pants are usually straight from 
waist to hip. 


3 Align the skirt waist on the 
line. With the pressed center 
fold along the selvage of the Tru- 
Grid, align the skirt waist on the 
marked horizontal line. Repeat 
for the back. 
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2 Draw the width on Tru-Grid. Use 
the selvage of the Tru-Grid as your 
center graintine. Following a gridline, 
draw a horizontal line equal to the 
front measurement from step 1. 













measure the width down 1to 
1% inches to where the fabric flattens out, 
then draw the side seam straight up 

from that point. 
























lafred.com 
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The Bali Collection 
866-658-2612 
batikbutik.com 


Clothing Designs by La Fred 
510-893-6811 


Cutting Line Designs 
877-734-5818 
fabriccollections.com 


Fashion Patterns by Coni 
360-638-2629 
fashionpatterns.com 


Great Copy Patterns 
262-898-1400 
greatcopy.com 


Islander Sewing Systems 
248-889-5091 
islandersewing.com 


gf bnrcrenocor Picea Company ALLIANCE 


aot : FOR. TUG. STYLE YOU WANT AND THE @UALITY YOU TRUST! 





The Sewing Workshop 
785-357-6231 
sewingworkshop.com 


L.J. Designs 
775-853-2207 
LJDesignsOnline.com 


ReVisions Patterns 
707-540-0204 
dianeericson.com 


Encore Designs 
800-868-3003 
www.encoredesigns.com 


Shirley Adams’ Sewing Connection 
317-745-1501 
sewingconnection.com 


Modular Design 
503-722-5152 
kaylakennington.com 


Petite Plus Patterns 
877-909-8668 
petitepluspatterns.com 


Purrfection Artistic Wearables 
800-691-4293 
purrfection.com 


SAF-T-POCKETS Patterns 
503-761-6460 
saf-t-pockets.com 


Visit us online! 
www.patterncompanies.com 


Look ror Tuc IPCA LoGo AND BE ASSURED THAT PATTERNS ARE. 
© PROFESSIONALLY DeaFTED 

© PROFESSIONALLY GRADED (MULTIPLE SIZING) 

© INCLUDE COMPREHENSIVE, ILLUSTRATED PATTERN GUIDES 
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THESILK SOURCE 
SILK FABRICS 
(BYM Ai) 

Silk Doupioni, China Silk, Silk Shantung, Silk Gauze, Silk Taffeta, 
Silk Organza, Silk Crepe 4ply, Duchess Satin, Silk Charmeuse, 
Heavy Shantung Plain, Heavy Shantung Rib, Silk Crepe-de-chine, 
Doupioni Silk Metallic, Silk Linen, Silk Chiffon, Raw Silk Noil, 
Silk Organza Metallic Plain/Crinkle 


*N eu Suxpruse Pachages!* 
| SUPER SILK 


- P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 
| Flushing, NY 11352 


(718) 886-2606 


Visit our Website or 
Caif tolf free for free brochure 


1-800-432-7455 
www.supersilk.com 





SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! 
We carry thousands of hard to find 
wardrobe care supplies. 


MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY 
TOLL FREE: 888-401-7400 
Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 





Check out our new full-service website: 





http://wardrobesupplies.com 
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See ad index on pages 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


Renaissance Dyeing Wool 
Corset Making Supplies 
Gold and Silver Real-Metal Threads 
Needlework and Costuming Books 
Scissors, Fancy Tools, Accessories 


www.manne-king.com 
____ Thousands of new items available online. 
Call or email for our new 96-page catalog! 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICES! 
Dress Forms from $94.95 
Coat Forms from $94.95 


Easy online ordering & as always 
friendly customer service! 


3855 Elm St. « Denver, CO 80207 


Catalog $5.00 (refund able with $30 order) 


ig 


f = N 


Hadgaheg Voxel aah 


PO. Box 45384 Westchester, CA 90045 
(310) 670-6040 © (888) 670-6040 


www. hedg ehoghandworks,.com 


Four floors & 
Mail Order too! 


= ae: 2's 


BRITEX 
FABKICS 


Send for your free 
128-page catalog 
from America’s 
Finest Quilt Shop! 


Featuring all the fabric, books, patterns and quilting 


goodies you could wish for. Send your name & address 
today! Your catalog will be mailed without delay. 


Dept. TM06, PO Box 1618, Center Harbor, NH 03226 





800-865-9458 
www.keepsakequilting.com 


146 geary st., san francisco, ca 94108 
britexfabrics.com 
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BUTTERFLY 
& BEES 


 ‘“Wodern, casual style 


$19.95 


+ 3.00 s&h 
FL add 6 1/2 % 
Visa/MC/check 


CUTTING CORNERS 
1667 Barcelona Way 
Winter Park, FL 32789 


1-877-734-5818 * www.cuttinglinedesigns.com desi gns. 





embroiderysew.com 


Featuring Swarovski® 
HOT FIX/IRON-ON CRYSTALS 
Your one-stop resource for 
Dance, Skating, Sewing & 
Embroidery Supplies 


Paron Fabrics West/Annex 
Your Source For Designer Discount Fabrics! 


* * *& *& & & PRESENTS * *« * * * * 
NYC’s Smart Online Fabric Source 


MANHATTANFABRICS.COM 


Exclusive Designer Fabrics 





hotpatterns.com 
4 Unique and Exclusive 
High Fashion 
Dressmaking Patterns 
designed for 
Style Obsessed 
Sewers and 
Dressmaking Divas 
Patterns so hot they’re smokin’... 











www.hotpatterns.com 





* Over 50,000 craft & 
sewing supplies 
\ FOR LESS / _ * MORE than 900 brands 


a mS 
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jd he low prices! 





See ad index on pages 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


Waddington Sewing Center 


a 

Buy Koala Cabinets Online: ~ 
www.KoalaCabinets.com 4 

Koala Top drawer Delivery Service: w 

: wy 

* In home delivery to the room you choose. at: 
. Cabinet(s) unpacked and assembied. rm 
2 


. Box(es) removed from your home. 





QUILTS & CRAFTS - FREE Ship with $50 Purchase 
PO Box 771 Crestwood, KY 40014 502-265-1005 


www.threepinesdesigns.com 


ACCEHSSOLIMS GALORE 
We've got it aillll 
Gur sélectLon can’t be beat 
Large stock. of Beaded fringe 
Sequins, Rhinestone Trim, 
Frogs. Feathers § Ribbow.. 
ress up Your jeans, skirt 
or favorite haadoag 
qr. ha OMIA S|! 
millandsiore.com ‘ ; 
Wrthe us with 
Your weeds —— 


Switching 
Serviced $2.00 


9701 SE McLoughlin Blyd 
Milwaukie, OR, 97222 


(S03 )786-] 244 Since 1918 





(607) 765-3960 or visit - at 
www.kyotokimono.com 


All Trimmings 


Lace Trim 
Appliques 
Jacquard Ribbons 
Buttons 

Zippers 
Rhinestone Trim 
Threads 


All Fabrics 


Silk Knit 
Linen Denim 
Wool Flannel 
Cotton Lining 
Designer Fabrics 
Luxury Fabrics 
Novelty Fabrics 


www. TrimFabric.com 





UNIQUE 
PATTERNS 
FOR 
WEARABLE ART 


& 


For free 32-page catalog, 
email name and address 
to: nfo@folkwear.com 


#118 — Tibetan 
Panel Coat 








Fabrics.nel 


Fine Fabrics 
Wools, Silks, Tulles.. and More 
Large and small orders accepted 


http://www.fabrics.net 
(800) 483-5598 






WITH PURCHASE OF THREE PATTERNS 


ALWAYS 20% OFF 
ALL ACCESSORIES 


zippers, threads, quilting fabrics, needles, 
scissors & shears, sewing furniture & more! 






Check out our new site design! 


‘Buttons NW 
Unique & Exciting Buttons 
SHOP OUR WEBSITE 


® dressforms & 
pantsforms 


MY TWI 


Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 


~ Custom- Made 0 or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 








PPF Designs 
www. ppf-designs.com 


U. ices F abric & Fringe 


Toray® Ultrasuede from '4 yard min. to multi ple yardage. 
Toray® Ultrasuede Fringe up to 12 inches in length, 











Secure on-line ordering 
Personalized customer service 


| 
| 
| 
3577E. 225 N. * Danville, IN 46122 * (317) 919-4182 





The Anywhere Table increases your 
workspace anywhere you need it! 


www.AnywhereTable.com 
866-457-8929 





Delta Sewing Furniture 
: | Quality Value Style 


| Your source f or sewing cabinets with the looks of fine furniture, 





Please visit www.deltasewing.com 


Blue? 


Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 


Apple Annie Fabrics 
566 Wilbur Av., (Rt. 103) 
Swansea, MA 02777 
508/678-5187 elna 
anne@appleanniefabrics.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 











PRINTED & WOVEN [fabric 


Custom Designed for All of Your Needs 


Be Se 
| Fast Manufacturing « Excellent Prices * Small Or Large Orders 
TB 1-800-944-4696 iticuction pack 


GENERAL LABEL MFG. - www.generallabel.com 


STRETCH HOUSE, INC. 
232 W. 37th Street (Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 
New York, NY 10018 
Best source of spandex, 
trimmings and feathers. 
Wholesale and retail. 

Mail order available. 

Ask for swatches. 

Phone: 212-868-0944 * Fax: 212-868-0948 
sales @ stretchhouse.com 


www.stretchhouse.com 


OUTERWEAR & ACTIVEWEAR | 
fabrics, patterns & notions 


fax: (403) 242-4171 
DISCOUNT PRICES 


Ling iL - 2 a 
sae @ 
/ ne 

ly" feist ae ASADL 


ae 


The Original and Only Complete Source 
The largest selection of snap 
styles and colors for Shirts, 


Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 
Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The ®ee oe Company~ 


P.O. Box 36108-TH 
Dailas, Texas 75235 -1108 © 1-800-527-5271 











‘ms aos) 242-3537 


Lorraine Torrence e @ 
Designt @ 


2112 S. Spokane St. Seattle, WA 98144 
www.lorrainetorrence.com 


PACIFIC RIM COAT / VEST 


Coat or vest pattem in 2 tlengths 
with 2 sleeve options. 
xX | 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-369-4974 
Ask for free brochure 


22 Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE ® 


ZIPPERS 


= We are America’s #1 source for zippers you 
cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to 
= your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy 
= on-line ordering process—simple to use! 

= Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 


ZIPPER SOURCE 5 


Am LA RA LAA ris Ag Aang 31, AAR tf as ¥ RAR AR HAN 
1900 W. Kinzie St., Chicago, IL 60622 

= Phone: 312-492- 7200 @ Fax: 312-243-1600 

PRAY WWW.zippersource.com jwawawaway 







Knit bawerné for the Hard To Fit 
EMMA SEABROOKE 
305-664-3319 


sewkeyse@bellsouth.net 


Sewing Classes 
Sewphisticated Knit Fabrics 


Contact Emma for a 
Free Info Packet! 


ORIGINAL SINGER 
221 FEATHERWEIGHTS 
with case by Tom Martin 


Toll free: 866-349-8551 


FREE CATALOG!» 
Inside NJ: 973-546-4502 x33 
Outside NJ: 800-634-6647 x33 


www. lodkdownandieather. com 
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Br ADS 


BEADS 
BRADS 
www.firemountaingems.com/ 
freecatalog 


Bright and Happy Fabric Store 


Your online source for quality 
juvenile and novelty fabrics. 


626-357-6328 
www.brightandhappyfabric.com 


The Creative Touch 


Ribbon Distributor 
100’s of ribbon colors/patterns/widths 
including sheers, satins, grosgrains, 
wired & more by Offray, Lion & Berwick. 
609-492-9092 www.ribbonlady.com 


Loi? Fabric Corner 


Quality quilting and fashion fabric, 


. 
if A embellishments and notions. 


5331 SW 22ndPlace 
—_ Topeka, KS 66614 
} (785) 271-7667 
Visit us on the web at www.thefabriccorner.com 


» www.glitzonline. com 


Rhinestones and Trim 


n - Super Stretch SWAROVSKI 


walize in supplies | a 
: Gize Dance, Cheer, - 
Pageants 
1000's of other items on website 


CH & Ladin 
| XIM-XLG - a 
a | 








Feminine apron pattern, with criss- 
cross back and made to be reversible 
out of two dress webt. fabrics. 













ae 
The Paisley Pincushion Tough & stu ms apron 
68185 Nebalen Hwy N. pattern, pockets are 
Vernonia, OR 97064 pleated and reinforced 
503.755.2331 with rivets for long wear. 
e-mail: paisley(@pacifiercom Sew up in heavier wght. 
. tte paisleypineresta Ort.comt fabrics like denim or 





decorator prints. 
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Designer Fabrics 


From the Finest 
European mills... 


Armd 


UA US 
apparelchik@netidea.com 


1 230 332 0090 
1 866 988 0090 


Lor Line Media 
Ye “ew 


#208-507 Baker $1 R, 


Nelson, BC, Canada 





Kevane CLASSES ON DVD 
| Wwww.HipLineMedia.com 





RICHLAND SILK Co. 


SILK BATTING 
SILK THREAD 


WWW.RICHLANDSILK.COM 
917-263-4756 









i wild Hot-Fix Embellishments 
Poe 










; Ask for POrma 
Mi ® products at your 
=) @& favorite Store! 





= 
* Decorative Touch Wan 
- Swarovski® Crystals 










- RhineStuds ®@ , or or-line...www.i-kandi.com 
-NailHeads @  @ -y aad Garp 





» Pearls 


www.L-Orna.com + 1-800-985- 5634 






Timmel Fabrics in Canada | 
Fabrics and patterns for garment sewing | 
Mail order to Canada, USA, Europe 
www.timmelfabrics.com 
1-877-825-9048 









—=| Canada's onilne retailer of fine fashion 
fabrics, sewing pattems and notion 


~ Bali batik rayon fromThe Batik Butik 
~ The Bali Collection sewing patterns 
~ Interlock & ribknit from Siltex Mills 
. ~ Selection of fine cotton fabrics 
~ Folkwear, Kwik-Sew, The Classics by Material Things 
Petite Plus Patterns, The Sewing Workshop Collection 


Distinctive Sewing Supplies 


info@distinctivesewing.com 













www.distinctivesewing.com 


Shop the Country's Largest Fabric Store On-line. 


baerfabrics.com 


Merchandise! 





|i2 Acres of 
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Trish Waxed Linen Thread 
Supplies for Beading, 
Basket Weaving & Embellishing 


Royalwood Ltd. 
517-Th Woodville Rd. 
Mansfield, OH 44907 


catalog £200] 
= 800-526-1630 | 
~~ =" = RoyalwoodLtd.com| 








hawaiian, 
| geome eS 
y» OS ‘ie 


— FABRIC It Nc. 
tropical and 
polynesian prints 
www.alensfabricinc.com 
Inspired A 
~~. Malden Mills® Retail Store introduces 
| WWW.AF-STUDIOS.COM 


specializing in 
‘Ci 800-471-5542 - 
ideas Malden Mills 
where you will find: 


* inspired Projects 
* Fun Contests 
* Shopping 
» E-Classroom 
* Special Events 


Call us at al aes? ion to order 


www.AF-Studios.com (978)-557-3243 





‘Sewabration. com 


I tiie 
. Simplitied Sewing Series 


' = = a — © — . i —_ i —= * De = = = a 4 = | = - . 





‘lueysfabrics.com 
“v~ a fabric boutique 
wo Do-It-Yourself Fashionistas 


knits lingerie supplies 
purse findings fashion trims 


worldwide shipping from Texas ())972-494-7331 









Thinking about launching 
a sewing business? 
Already in business? 
Join Today! =a 
|= heateina he 
The Professional Association E] 
of Custom Clothiers 

Ph: 877-755-0303 


www.paccprofessionals.org 








Sewin 
Sizes 4-26 and om" 2 ey 


A-D Cup Included & 


Long or Short Sleeve 
$16 + $3 S&H 
703-830-1867 


Shop Oniine Dawa Undewon 


Designs~ 


+ Alterations for Professionals 


¢ Specialty Alterations: Bridal/Formalwear 
Linda Stewart, Instructor 


Cincinnati March 19-22 
Hosted by Banasch's 
Asheville April 17-20 
Denver April 26-28 


Alterations for Professionals 
Book on CD Available Now! 
Phone: 276-669-3299 
LStewartCouture @bvunet.net 
www.LindaStewartCoutureDesigns.com 





ota 1 Finest Fabric Store 


19S HARERMAN 


.for bridal, apparel, & home décor. 
Shopping, swatching, projects at 
www .habermanfabrics.com 


9035 S. Main St, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
Phone: (248) 541-0010 





Free 48 page iCealea 


AMAA oX-¥-Caeliic-lelaceaelin 
Serger Thread & Notions, Zippers 
Flagcloth/Outdoor Fabrics, Elastic 
Webbing/Buckles, Scissors, 
Upholstery & Home Dec. Supplies 


8331 Epicenter Bvid. 
Lakeland, FL 33809 800-713-8157 




























FASHIONABLE FABRICS 


/ 2 iy Th Best Designers! Unbeatable Prices! 






| hreadPRO 


Finest Belgian Linen 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


See our product line at: 


my) |www.threadpro.com 
903-887-2322 


www .fashionablefabrics.com 












< /pA i 

3c F 
AUR@RA - 
Natural Dyes and Natural Fibers 


Exquisite hand-dyed silk and hemp yarn, thread, fiber, and 
fabric. Natural dyes, mordants, botanicals, and more.. 


www, aurorasilk.com - Portland, Oregon - (503) 286-4149 __ 


for All Your Sewing Needs 
Toll Free 1-800-827-9389 
VATA VAs lela excLelaltlaaliccve mareye 











EUROPEAN CUT 


aU sl0le) @:lolellimere-vieli tomer tyleny e)e\ oun late 
European way! 






For details and orders, please visit 
www.vestisbooks.com and save 20% 


Reha (> Easy/Multi- -sized Pattern! ; 
y e ri oe Mekong River Textiles 

by sf Po 607 Dare De 

= ay i e yf ff 


SMALL ADS YIELD BIG RETURNS 





. / ra ¢ fe o. r oT ER Si AING. MD. D | it} 191 4 f 
for advertisers featured in the (Benes f > Seed eaks 
Marketplace and Classified NOLEN Arnasera sn 0% more patterns, 
f Thread : Nee MO Residents handwoven cottons, 
“ae eee a Scueck “4 / add 5% tax Si/kS, and ikat fabrics.. 
For more information call uae F Visit us ae : 
800-309-0383. thsi es ade ete Myc ets det i 


HALTE COUTURE TECHNIQUES VICTORIAN CORSETS 





For Washable Seamless Draperies, 


Slipcovers, Tablecloths, & more! 
$2 Planning Kit with Samples: 


www.HomespunFabrics.com 
1 -888- 


A Fabric Oasis 


Top quality quilting fabrics 
Secure online shopping 










4 _ © WORKSHOPS FOR THE FASHION CONSCIOUS 
| © LIMITED PARTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
~ © “PROJECT y LINUS” NON-PROFIT BENEFIT 

@ SPECIAL ROOM RATES - BEAVERTON PHOENIX INN 



















Entire Fairy Frost Collection www.santa cruzd cs IS S.cOm 


from Michael Miller Fabrics 


www.atabricoasis.com 


P.O. Box 737 ¢ Garrisonville, VA 22463 
(540) 286-2609 





Chic, fabulously fun sewing 



























patterns in styles from Funky 





to fantastic. 





DESIGNER 
FABRICS 


Cadena 
ARMANI 
Valentino 


The online source for the | a Ralph Lauren 
i Donna Karan 


Fashion Sewing Enthusiast § Hugo Boss 
* Ellen Tracy 


| - | _ Ultrasuede 
eTailoring supplies | eAmbiance lining Heirloom Cottons 


eDesigner Patterns Petersham ribbon and much more! 


elnterfacing eElastic | eRiRi Zippers | 
eStay tapes  eSpecialty Tools & more 


nee F PERSONAL SWATCH 4 RVIC] 
WAV VAS aillamleiiiewieliaeey 


2717 FRANKLIN PURE © SASHVILLE IN © PH: bld-29 7-9 946 








The Amazing 
FITTING ASSISTANT 


Uses Your body measurements 


our to convert Your 3D body | 
' inlo 2D master pattems 


orm 


Your Personal id 


Reduces Your Frustrati 
Your | ime & mor 
WZe Your wardro 


on 
Wey 


ve 


for Your better Fit 


ersonal een Personal Fit: ting S 


fit insede Your pi 2 attemns 
Your body fits into a garm 


hells 


ike 
ar 
Vi 


www. yourpersonalfit.com 


999-213-6630 Fax 559-291-9933 





Les’ Bon Ribbou 


Offering a wide variety of top quality 


Ribbons, Trims and Buckles 


www2.lesbonribbon.com 
Or call Donna at 225-262-192] 


Fabulous Fabric and Patton 
www.sew MamaSew.com 














HAND-DYED SILK FABRICS 


for all the arts that use cloth— 
quilts, collage, wearables, books, 
fine sewing, costumes, etc.... 


www.janesteinberg.com 


Sow, Mama, Sew! & 











Modern cottons, retro oilcloth, hip patterns and more. | 
| 


Se 


‘R EUS ABLE 


Hugo's NEW) \[APE 


50 Foot 


1/2" 1,2” 
SELF CLINts NO GLUE 





:_ puree 


PREVENT 
THREAD UNRAVELING 


www.amazingtape.com 


RETAIL 1 (323) 727-1231 WHOLESALE 


DARR, Inc. 


Sewing Notions that Work 
Made in LISA 





DARR E-Z Winder 
Wind any thread or yarn 
onto spools using your 
sewing machine bobbin winder. 
NEW if Patent Pending 
DARR Piping Magic Li 
Rotary cut piping seam allowances. 
DARR, Inc. 
(251) 661-5191 - Fax (251) 665-0072 


http://www.darrsewnotions.com 
info@darrsewnotions.com 


8, 
ny 





Rolls 
a 3/8" 


2 ropa 


Patent6)70416 
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Fabrics For All Occasions | www.zipperstop.com 
ax rmal Fa ——— SoS 
: 1392 Southwest Sath i YKK Zippers 


BEEN Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73119 “Zipping Up America Since 1941” 





(405) 685.1279 


wwwhelenenoxfabrics.com Every type of zipper imaginable! 


Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 » Sun. 1-5 
We ship all over the United States 1.888.947.7872 


Gio) aiiare| Kel ey-) ie Rere)ag 


CUSTOM AFFORDABLE PRICES! | 
WOVEN FREE SAMPLES! 


GARMENT DURABLE! 
LABELS Won't FADE 


1-800 469-1301 





Buttons] Zippers) 
Black & White Sewing Supplies 
www. BUT TONFLOWER.com 





Awl and Point Turner 


$15.00 each or $25 for the set, 
plusshipping and handling 


Trims Unlimited,Inc. 1-718- 437-9504 
4510 11th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11219 


For all your sewing needs 


CUSTOM SERVICES 
Made From Your Fabric 
Pleating e Flowers ¢ Buttons « Belts 


Designed by Chnistine and handcrafted by a blacksmith, this awl and point turner 
are the perfect tools for those hard to reach places in your collars or corners 
They're the perfect gift for any sewer who values high-quality tools 


Pp: 248.547.1080 f: 248.543.4037 
Goto our webstte 


W: www.cjpatterns.com to see our complete 
line of patterns and fabrics 
e: christine@cjpatterns.com 


| for inquiries: PO BOX 858 ROYAL OAK MI 48068-0858 USA 











_ Pssst....Looking for the good stuff? : 


Textiles You Feel 
Good About! 


Certified Organic 
Cotton Fabrics and Notions 
www. pmorganics. com 





World Class Fabrics 
Priced for the UnCommon Woman 


The Back Room 


800.290.2739 at sawyerbrook.com GetSwatches! can al eli ght vall ey fabvi cs 


designer fabrics on-line 





ACADEMY or FASHION DESIGN 


| STUDY AT HOME 
| CERTIFICATE OF PATTERN DRAFTING 


WWW.AOFDESIGN.COM 
|-877-978-9088 fashiondesign@sasktel. net 


F@LKWEAR 


AH Styles Now Available Online From 
www. birchstreet-folkwear.com 


silks wools cashmeres 
jerseys linens suiting 
microfibers rayons 


it’s where you want to be! 
www.candlelightvalleyfabrics.com 


Sewable Swedish Tracing Paper 


Don't cut your patterns! 


10 yards rolls - 29" wide 
Trace your pattern with this durable, strong, 
see-through and drapably soft pattern paper. 


Contact us for pricing, free sample and catalog 


Birch Street Clothing 
P.O. Box 1110, Alta, CA 95701 - Dept TH 
800-736-0854 (530-318- 3883) ° www.birchstreetclothing.com 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Handbag Patterns 
| Unique 


handbag patterns 
designed for the way 
women REALLY live!! 


FREE Color Brochure 


Call Toll-Free 
866.409.8634 


StudioKat Designs 


. is : 137 S Hemingway Ct 
Perfect for embellishing! Advance, NC 27006 
see the entire collection at 
www.studiokatdesigns.com 








4172 sesdesent Means 
Oakland, CA 94611 








vaffneyfabrics.com 


1° quality fabrics at 


WHOLESALE PRICES 


Since 1970 
5401 Germantown Ave Philadelphia, PA 19144 — 


1-800-401-8151 


Free phone support on all your 
sewing needs and purchases. 


www.sewingmachinesplus.com 












me fom lesioned Outstanding Oui iy re, i ba Del vary = 
mines om Signature Jacquard Fabric, 
-, Ripbons,Labels, lags, 
=e ® Patches <Ne min o> 
Ea FUHNG SATIN CO., INC 
Embroidery Art for Jackets, 
Shirts, Uniforms, Jeans 


i Vk Llake 1331 te ma com 





pa A, 


Keep your Threads back issues 
ote) qiitsMele-liremasie 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 


in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 


holds more than a year’s worth of Threads. 
Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 


Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 
Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. 
Outside the U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 


50 Hazelton Lane 
RR#1, Box#t 


wing & 7 Des sign North Bay, Ontario 
Canada P1B 8G2 


705.494.8529 
www.finesewing.com 


54” elMeliehal silk 
| F<) ¢ ere) (eo) 6 


Til delelcelamerelan 
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...grab hold of your imagination.. 













Sewing Machines Irons 
Atl Oty, Cutting Machines Needles 
as evy Parts & Supplies Attachments 
Everything For The Garment Industry Dress Forms Presser Feet 
www.atlaslevy.com Paper Cutting Mats 


SciSsOrs Rulers 
109 W 8th St Los Angeles, CA 90014 1-800-216-9128 


EARTH GUILD 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 
33 Haywood Street « dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 

e-mail: inform@earthguild.com 

web site) www.earthguild.com 

mail order catalog: $4 
















Shc Thaw) CE 
eses ry base ell p, " :] H : i [*. ". i 2008 me i: ® eee 
~~ | Hundreds of Ready Made 
| Iron-On Metal and 
Swarovski° Crystal Transfers 


e Crystal Zippers 
¢ Knit Sew-in Collars 


. : 136S. Aue | . Escooin, +H #2025 





Printed Custom Labels 
Catalog sent with samples and order founs. 
~matt: postman(@sterlingtape.com. 
www.sterlingnametape.com 
1-800-654-5210 


S terling Jlame 
Sf, ape Co. 


Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 
Winsted CT 06098 — 





Poste ste essere ses ee eee eee Se ee bSeEE SESE ESS eee eee eegnne 


e ore clasps é ps eso les @ 


Shop our online ra 
catalog or call 





i 
i 
720-434-1090 ee 


at to! 





i www -buttondrawer. com 


WORLD OF 


bu roa FASHION 


MAGAZINE 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 
Each pattern in five sizes. 

Send $18 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 
call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 
Visit us at: www.glpnews.com/Crafts.html 








FABULOUS RIBBON TRIMS 
LEN TEXTILES 


jacquard or printed fe unusual subjects 





for sewing, scrapbooking, paper crafts 





www.lfntextiles.com 
f: 773/883-2021 


wholesale or retail 
t: 773/883-1888 








The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 15 
words. Payment must accompany order. Send to 
Threads, Classifieds: PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 
06470-5506, or fax to 203-426-3434. Or email text to 
ads@taunton.com The deadline for the December- 
January 2007 issue is September 13, 2006. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush SASE: Home Assem- 
bly--TH, Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


SEW BABY BIBS at home. Have fun and receive up 
to $506.25 weekly! For information send SASE to: 
Stuff-4-Kids, PO Box 910969, St George, UT 84791. 


FABRICS 


HAWAIIAN PRINT FABRICS from $2.99/yard. 
Luxurious 100% cotton, polyester/cotton, rayon. 
Competitive prices. Located in Hawaii. 
www.HawaiianFabricShop.com 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS* 
Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, skat- 
ing, drill team and dance costumes. A fantastic 
selection of lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, 
lingerie laces, notions, underwires, bra cups, etc. 
Quantity discounts available. Catalog--$3.00. 
Color swatches--$2.00. FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 
411, Garwood, TX 77442-0411. Phone or Fax 

(979) 758-3100. www.FabricDepotCo.com 








gayleather 


FABRICS 


Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 
Madison, Wisconsin 


608 294-7436 www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 


Matsiial 
Fabrics for the artist in you 
www.materialgirlquilt.com 


CLAIRE SHAEFFER’S 
exe) Umm U):1 =m’ 20) -1.4-) 510) 2-8 


| Claire Shaeffer, PO Box 157, Palm Springs, CA 92263 
760-325-7906 Sewfari@earthlink.net 





ULTRASUEDE® $29.97 - $39.97 YD., 100 Swatch- 
es, $15.00. Many other fabrics! Field’s Fabrics, 
1695-44th, Grand Rapids, MI 49508-5001. 
1-800-67ULTRA. www.fieldsfabrics.com 


PATTERNS 


ETHNIC SEWING PATTERNS! African, Asian, 
Indian, Belly Dancing, more. Since 2003. 

Shop stores.ebay.com/Ethnic-Patterns or 
www.ethnicpatterns.com 


SCRAP-BAGS™ PATTERNS Let our patterns be the 
canvas for your creativity! www.scrap-bags.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LET US WEAVE FOR YOU! Custom contract 
weaving service. Reasonable rates, fast turn- 
around. You can't sell what you don't have. 
Wwww.sageweaving.com 


ITALY FOR TEXTILE LOVERS. Savour fabric, 
yarn, food and wine on a journey that lights your 
creativity. www.tactiletravel.com (617) 648-8119. 


THIMBLES BY TJ LANE- exquisite sterling silver 


and very practical-USA made. www.thimbles2fit.com 
(866) 647-9673. 
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Stuck on sewing 


am well aware of common dangers in the sewing room. 

Rotary cutters can nick fingers, pins are easily stepped on, 

and snapped machine needles can fly into unprotected eyes. 
I had a sewing accident, however, that is much less common. 

I fell prey to a 3,000-yard-long cone of serger thread. 
Remember when Lucille Ball got her head stuck in the cup 
or when Mary Tyler Moore got her big toe stuck in the bathtub 

faucet? I didn’t think a sticky situation could occur in real 
life—until it happened to me. My made-for-sitcom adventure 


‘Remember when Lucille Ball 
got her head stuck in the cup? 

| didn’t think a sticky situation 
could occur in real life— 
until it happened to me.? 


started one morning with a quest to 

firmly secure large thread cones to my 
serger. I took out several cones, some thread 
holders, and the plastic wedges that were included 
in my original serger purchase. I placed one of 
those plastic wedges inside the first cone and 

set it atop the thread holder. It sat way too 
high, so Iknewthat I needed to try 
something different. To remove 

the wedge, I placed my index 

finger inside the cone. Imagine my 
surprise when it became tightly 
lodged. Try as I might, I could 

not pry my finger loose. 

To make the sticky situation 
worse, I was home alone. I consid- 
ered calling 911 or driving to the 
fire station, but I pictured smirk- 
ing faces and quickly dismissed 
the idea. Enduring snickers in my 
physician's waiting room was not an 
option, either. 
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So I decided to find my own ingenious solution. Remember- 
ing how women used to butter their fingers to remove wedding 
rings, I figured vegetable oil from the pantry would also work. 
With my finger pointing to the sky and the cone serving as a 
funnel, I poured a cup or more of the oil into the cone’s center. 
It proved to be amazingly airtight and didn't leak a drop. My 
finger, unfortunately, didn’t budge one bit. 

Carefully balancing the oil-filled cone, I wandered into my 
husband's workshop and prowled through his tools. I spent a 
few clumsy moments sawing through the green threads with a 
box cutter—the only result being a mound of sliced-and-diced 
thread that looked like a pile of hair on a barbershop floor after 
a radical haircut. 

Not yet discouraged, I laid my hand on a nearby shelf and 

gently pounded the cone with a hammer. It shat- 
tered just the plastic tip, which released the 
oil into a slick pool. But my 
finger was still stuck in 
the base. At that point, 
my dear husband 
drove into the garage. 














He glanced at me, 
at my trapped finger, 
and at the gooey, 
hairy mess, then slowly 
shook his head—as only 
Ricky Ricardo would 
do. He calmly produced 
small needle-nosed pli- 
ers and, within seconds, 
pried the remaining plastic 
apart. I quickly disengaged 
my swollen, greasy finger and 
waved it around to celebrate my 
newfound freedom. And then, in 
thanks, I kissed my hero, as all good 
sitcom scripts require. L& 


Bonnie Seltzer lives and sews in 
Rio Rancho, New Mexico. She now 
handles serger cones with the 
proverbial kid gloves. 


illustration; Christopher Jennings 





Computerized i. 
Precision for Leds 


Now everyone can afford 
to sew with the precision of 
a computerized machine. 


The Janome Sew Precise oe 
is packed with all the quality, B. SrBe 
reliability and stitch precision TIE : 


you'd expect from the world’s 

largest manufacturer of sewing 

machines, at a surprisingly low price. 
It’s perfect for home dec, 

garments, crafts and more, and 

makes a great gift for the 

beginning or returning sewist. 


SewPrecise =! 


32 actual stitches, including a 
one-step buttonhole and 16 
stretch stitches 


Computerized stitch selection 
Adjustable stitch width and length 
Speed Control 





Top, drop-in bobbin 
Free arm 
Snap-on feet 


Offer valid September 1, 2006 - October 31, 2006. Valid at participating authorized Janome dealers 
in the USA on machines purchased during promotion dates. Not valid in combination with any other 
offer. For a dealer near you, visit www.janome.com or call 1-800-766-SEWS (7397). © Janome America 2006 
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FINE FABRICS 


Mohair 


Rich, downy mohair has an 
illustrious history, from the 
modern teddy bear back to 
ancient Arabia. Similar to wool 
but softer and more lustrous, 
the fuzzy fiber is often produced 
. as an animal-friendly alternative 
a to fur and has played an im- 


ae ‘. . 2 + ee portant role in the toy industry 
eel ye te = on BY * 
_ i - . —_— = The first plush bear appeared 


E 


a o-.. 2 in Germany at the end of the 


< 
19th century. For decades, these 
popular toys—dubbed “teddy 
bears” in 1902 after Theodore 
Roosevelt—were exclusively 
crafted from mohair. 

The sumptuous fabric is much 
more than a toy covering, how- 
ever. The word “mohair” derives 
from the ancient Arabic-Persian 
word mukhayyar, which means 
“that which is selected, the 


gs 


most beautiful.” And as you 

can see at left, mohair is just as 
amazing in a delicate lace as it is 
in a thick, warm coat. 

Mohair fiber is, in fact, hair 
gleaned from the Angora goat— 
not to be confused with Angora 
rabbit fur. The goat originated 
in the mountains of Tibet, prior 
to early biblical history. It gained 
prestige, as well as its name, in 
Angora, Turkey (present-day 
Ankara). Today, the majority of 
Angora goats calls South Africa 
and the southwestern United 
States home. From the ancient 
peaks of the Himalayas to dusty 
Texas, that’s quite a journey. 

—Jennifer Sauer, 
Senior Editor 


scott Phillips. Fabric provided by Mende 


For buying information, 
see Notions on p. 16. 





